
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to Family & Friends               Tuesday, February 9th 2021    Day 24 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my…..Search for Eldorado 

Let’s do things a little 
differently today. I visit 
three battle sites and 
the history of 
Brownsville museum. In 
order to keep things 
organized I am going to 
show the sites in 
chronological order, 
otherwise the first battle 
would be depicted last. 
Due to jumping around 
there will be photos 
from battlefields and 
museums grouped 
together and it may look 
a little odd. So without 
further delay, let’s get to 
it. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1-19-21 Texas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This is it for Palo Alto since 
we already covered that. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Resaca de la 
Palma as it is today. 

 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
From the Resaca de la Palma Battlefield I headed over to find Fort Texas / Brown. It was a 
challenge. Those plaques and the photo of the earthen works are at the top. Along the way I 
found the site where Fort Brown was moved to and which became the campus of Texas 
Southmost College. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is a very nice campus. All the buildings are brick, and there are several originals from the 
mid 1800’s and later. It would be interesting to explore. Later on the museum provides me with 
a map to 72 buildings in Brownsville of historic significance. I can’t wait to show them to you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Now here’s a beauty! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Get a load of the bubbler. Yup, I’m from Wisconsin. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 You have probably noticed, as have I, the name of Juan N. Cortina being 
mentioned here and there throughout my trip. I expected there to be more 
info on him here in Brownsville, but there is not. The following PBS website 
has the full story https://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/a_c/cortina.htm I 
will wait until farther down the road before I relate his story here. There might 
be more info in Rio Grande City on the “Robin Hood of the Rio Grande” 

 

You know how I love trains! 
Another one of those coincidences – I took 
a lot of photos today, so I grabbed another 
newsletter that also had a lot of photos, this 
way I don’t have to ‘create’ as many pages. 
The Galveston newsletter from 1-19 was 
close. As I add these photos of the 
Brownsville train depot, I am deleting photos 
of the Galveston train depot. Again, ironic.  

https://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/a_c/cortina.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This very detailed 
model is about 
five feet long 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Fully restored. Quite a beauty! 

Caption for the 
photo on the far 
right - Charles 
Lindbergh came to 
Brownsville in 1929 
with the first load of 
airmail from Mexico 
to the United States 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Alrighty then. That pretty much puts things in 
chronological order. The following photos are random 
finds throughout the day. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This is a much better 
representation of the lands in 
dispute between Mexico and 
the United States than the one 
at the Palo Alto Battlefield. 

I’m gonna go out on a limb here and guess that the 
golf course does not get much use nowadays. This 
is the clubhouse. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
I have forgotten if it was on a prior trip or a documentary or what, but I know I have heard 
about this ‘Mars Task Force’ someplace. It was quite a feat. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I saved the best for last. I know a 
few readers out there that will 
really enjoy the following photos. 
There were 27 Objets d’art on 
display here and I don’t have the 
time to include them all. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

It’s not as easy as you might 
think to photograph dark 
brown artwork on black 
display cloth with black 
backgrounds. This was the 
best angle I could get with 
this one and not include the 
one behind it. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I know what you’re thinking, “What about the zoo?” That’s what I get for having high expectations. 
The zoo is only open Friday, Saturday and Sunday. So long Komodo Dragon! 
 
I know what you’re thinking, “Where are all those historic building photos?” If you really want to see 
them, pick up your phone, call an airline and buy a ticket to Brownsville. But make sure you stop at 
the museum for a map and not the visitor center. 
 
Believe it or not, I was done with the museum and all the other sites by 1:00 p.m. I ate lunch in the 
RV, took a short nap, and then tried to determine my next move. 
 
With the zoo closed I feel I’m done in Brownsville. I drove twenty miles west to get the photos of 
the Thornton Skirmish at Rancho de Carrisitos. It was just a pullover with the cannon and 
monuments. This NPS website has the full story, and I also read it in the brochure from Ranger 
Karen, but I felt it was too long to type in here. 
https://www.nps.gov/paal/learn/historyculture/ranchodecarricitos.htm  
 
The ‘wall’ is in sight during most of the drive west on HWY 281, the east Military Highway. I pulled 
over to write this newsletter near a truck stop, but plan to move before bedtime. I am only about a 
quarter-mile from the border and this is a fairly busy crossing. It has finally slowed down now at 
midnight, but the traffic, trucks mostly, were bumper-to-bumper back to where I’m parked. 
 
Tomorrow is another ‘back to nature’ day. I think I need one. 
 
Until next time….. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nps.gov/paal/learn/historyculture/ranchodecarricitos.htm

