
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to Family & Friends               Wednesday, February 3rd 2021    Day 18 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my…..Search for Eldorado 

 
 

 

There certainly is a perk parking at a 
truck stop, high speed WiFi from 
McDonald’s. 
I ran over to WalMart to do some food 
shopping and then headed down the 
road to Sarita and the Kenedy Ranch 
Museum. Reviews state that the King 
Ranch Museum is not as good as this 
one, even though the King Ranch is 
more well known and over twice as 
big, 825,000 acres, bigger than the 
state of Rhode Island and worth about 
$1 Billion. The King Brand is on trucks, 
restaurants and airplanes. 
I hope this time the web can be 
believed. 
The door was locked and the lights 
turned off when I tried the door. The 
docent must have heard me and 
opened up. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

During the Civil War the Company licensed their steamboats in 
Mexico and delivered bales of cotton down the Rio Grande to 
ships bound for Europe. Because they flew the Mexican flag 
they were able to sail right past the Union blockade and into 
port. This is where, in yesterday’s newsletter I mentioned them 
making $300,000 in six months. The rich get richer. 

 

 

$1.1 million in 1882 is the equivalent of $28 million in today’s dollars. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

This story brings into play some 
historical figures from my Arizona trip. 
Maybe a bit long, but I like it. 
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All the rooms in the museum had one wall 
covered with artwork depicting the history 
of Texas and the Kenedy’s. 
 

Above is a photo of two men installing the artwork. 
 
Look closely at the bottom right of the top photo. Do you see those 
little red boxes beneath the artwork? The museum had an audio 
tour. Each of those boxes had a number which was entered on the 
device and then you could listen to a narrator impart some portion of 
the history of the Kenedy’s. It was not only interesting, but there 
were chairs to sit in while you listened. No standing and reading for 
several hours. 
 
Left - They also had several of these life-size statues. Extremely 
detailed and very well done. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

If you remember from yesterday, Mifflin’s wife, Petra 
Vela, had eight children with her first husband, six of 
which lived to adulthood. Then she had six more 
with Mifflin who adopted her children and raised 
them as his own. Down a few pages you will see 
that the Kenedy line comes to an end. Most of their 
sons lived fast and died young. Adrian Vidal, 
Mifflin’s adopted son, was executed in a Mexican 
prison while the captain stood helplessly outside the 
prison walls. When Mifflin died intestate, in 1895, 
the 400,000-acre ranch ended up in the hands of his 
sole surviving son, John Gregory Kenedy, known as 
Don Gregorio. 

I believe this is supposed to be Mifflin Kenedy in 
his office. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Don Gregorio, intent on keeping the ranch intact, did 
what Mifflin had done when Petra Vela Died. He acquired 
the inheritance rights of the other heirs so La Parra and 
the Kenedy Pasture Company would continue under his 
direction. Don Gregorio died in 1931. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In 1947 Sarita struck gold of a different sort on the ranch, oil - Black gold, Texas tea (from 
the Ballad of Jed Clampett). The rich continue to get richer. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 The two institutions are handled by administrators and lawyers; together, they 
control assets valued between $500 million and $1 billion, of which about 80 
percent of the income goes to the Catholic Diocese of Corpus Christi, the 
Christus Spohn Health System, and various Catholic charities. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This six foot tall safe in the Kenedy 
Pasture Building, which houses the 
museum, still works and looks great. 

 

I believe it was in 1921 that Texas realigned all the 
counties in the state. The Kenedys were honored 
with the county being renamed Kenedy County. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For a three room museum it was quite interesting. I spent almost three hours there and it went by 
pretty quick. 
 
I ate lunch in the parking lot and headed south for Raymondville and the Willacy County Historical 
Museum. As the sign says, open Tuesday thru Saturday 11-4. I arrived on Wednesday at 2:30. 
Just from the look of the place I could tell it probably wasn’t open, and I was right. 
 
Back on the road and headed to explore Harlingen tomorrow. 
 
I pulled into the Sam’s Club here, but it’s a small parking lot and was pretty full, so I drove over to 
the visitor center, which is closed due to Covid. However, they had a table set up on the sidewalk 
with bags of brochures, calendars, post cards and stickers for different parts of Texas. I grabbed 
one and it looks like there are some interesting things to see I did not know about. 
 
I stayed in the VC parking lot to write today’s newsletter. I might move back to Sam’s later, maybe 
not. A semi just pulled in and parked. If he sticks around here for the night I might as well also.  
 
At this point I did a little more research and found the following article. It has some interesting info 
on a dirty little secret of the Kenedy’s which was not revealed in the family museum. I wonder why 
not? The first third is pretty much what I have above, the middle gets to the meat, and the last third 
is about even more lawsuits. 
 
https://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/saritas-secret/ 
 
Since that article is from 2004 I did a search for the final outcome and found it in this 2012 article. 
 
https://www.statesman.com/article/20120901/NEWS/309008802 
 
Until next time….. 
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