
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to Family & Friends               Tuesday, February 2nd  2021    Day 17 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my…..Search for Eldorado 

 

 

I was a little disappointed in my first areas of discovery, the Science and special exhibit areas 
of the museum. For instance – This fantastic model of an oil refinery, it must be twelve feet by 
5 feet, all behind glass, very detailed. Unfortunately, the information was behind the glass 
also, the perfect size print to be too small to read without my glasses, but too far away to read 
with my glasses. I took a picture of one section so I could read it on my phone, but the rest 
was way too much info to keep photographing and reading on my phone. 

My last museum in Corpus 
Christi. I was the first patron 
in the door today and I only 
saw about four others during 
my five hour visit. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

I had never heard of this science until last year while watching 
The Curse of Oak Island, a great show on the history channel. I 
mentioned tree rings a few days ago in the Aransas NWR 
newsletter. The Redwood below is about six feet top to bottom. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I am going to assume this is a 
fossilized T-Rex skull, there was 
no information other than the sign 
in the background. 
 
The plastic figurines I played with 
as a kid would have labeled this 
fellow a Pterodactyl, but 
nowadays there are many others 
as well. Again, no info, just the 
model hanging from the ceiling. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Seriously? The best they can do 
are thirty year old statistics? It took 
me 30 seconds to pull up the 2019 
pie chart on my phone.  
 
Oil is down to 37% 
Natural Gas is up to 32% 
Coal was cut in half to 11% 
Renewables at 11% 
Nuclear increased to 8% 
 
I think they need to do some 
updating. 

 

Way too much information in this 
exhibit, it would have added 
another hour to my visit, and one 
third of it was below my knees. 

 

Sorry for the poor 
lighting. That was 
another issue 
throughout the entire 
museum, enough light 
to read the info. Some 
plaques I just couldn’t. 
 
Entering the History 
section. Now we’re 
getting somewhere. 
Huh? This ship replica 
is pretty cool. Maybe 
to mimic the original 
conditions, the lighting 
onboard was dim? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sounds just like breakfast at 
Golf & Gulp 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There was a very good video of the rise and fall of North Beach, the area of Corpus Christi where the 
Lexington and Aquarium currently reside. I expected there to be more photos of that era in the local 
history section, but I was sadly mistaken. Next was a history of the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs, a 
section on the history of disease (touched on that below), but since I am touring Texas I will try and keep 
the focus of the newsletters on Texas or what affected her (or what I may deem to be of interest). Almost 
forgot, a section on the history of the plains. 

 

 

 

 

 
El Dorado? Have I 
found it? Nope, gold 
is not my Eldorado 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Before the arrival of the 
American soldiers 
under General Taylor, 
Corpus Christi had a 
population of about 
100. Left is a sketch of 
what the waterfront 
looked like with 4000 
troops encamped on 
her shores. Many of the 
soldiers stayed or 
returned to Corpus 
Christi and made it their 
home. 

What follows is a synoptic view of the 
first 190 years of Corpus Christi. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I plan to visit the Kenedy 
Ranch tomorrow. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

In the early Twentieth Century, the North Beach area of Corpus 
Christi was the Atlantic City Boardwalk of Texas – Beaches, a 
Ferris wheel, roller coasters, salt water pools, dance halls. People 
came from miles around to spend the day. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

North Beach, being 
only 2-3 feet above sea 
level, was devastated. 
The photo left is the 
only building remaining. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Being that a portion of my livelihood depends on 
hurricanes, I found this very interesting. 

 

 

 

But Corpus Christi rebuilt North Beach. It did not completely 
return to its former glory, but with the addition of the port 
and the new Bascule Bridge, North Beach began to thrive 
again. Until…… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
….1959 and the opening of the Harbor Bridge. The new bridge, needed to allow larger ships into 
port, spelled disaster for both North Beach and the north side of downtown Corpus Christi. The 
new bridge, being taller (I had photo of it in Sunday’s newsletter), started much farther south and 
ended on the very north side of the island, virtually bypassing downtown and North Beach. Within 
years businesses closed, for sale signs went up, continual flooding drove business owners and 
patrons away, hurricane damaged buildings were torn down rather than repaired or rebuilt.  
 
The addition in the 90’s of the USS Lexington and the Aquarium brings in over 800,000 tourists 
every year, but those tourists have to drive past boarded up buildings and vacant lots, not leaving 
the best impression of the best Corpus Christi has to offer. Now another, bigger, higher bridge is 
needed (photo also in Sunday’s Newsletter) and part of the design is creating easier access to 
North Beach and Downtown. 
 
The Solution? The San Antonio River Walk is the number one tourist attraction in Texas (I was 
nine years old when we visited San Antonio and the River Walk always remained a fond memory). 
Corpus Christi is spending $40 million to revitalize North Beach with a canal that will drain the land 
and keep it free from flooding, essentially creating a Canal Walk and returning North Beach to its 
glory days. 
 
All of this info comes from the very good documentary and not from any museum exhibits or 
plaques. The concept animations looks amazing. I hope it works. 
 
I bypassed the history of the Aztecs, the central plains and the Kenedy antiques. They seemed to 
have a little more in-depth coverage of the Karankawas and the La Belle, but we’ve covered all of 
that until I get to Austin. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Demon of Corpus Christi                  Thanks to Roadside America. 

We were creeped out and impressed at the same time! That is one BIG devil! We got the story on it from 
the current owner. 

This Devil was originally part of a "rotor-type" amusement park ride, which we believe was patented and 
built by the "Velare Brothers," who were instrumental in building many amusement rides in the '40s and 
'50s. The ride was called the HELL HOLE, and featured the large, fiberglass devil as the center icon at the 
entrance to the ride (we are uncertain if the Velares owned the name Hell Hole or just the mechanical 
patent). I emailed every amusement park I could find and, I believe this ride to have spent most of its time 
at Conneaut Lake Park in Conneaut Lake, PA. Coney Island had a similar Hell Hole ride with the same 
devil on the front, though it was painted silver/grey in every photo I can find. 

The man who currently owns the devil spent many years as an amusement ride technician, building, 
scrapping, renovating and engineering them. He acquired the devil around 1995 or so, when his uncle (with 
whom he worked) went up north and dismantled the ride, bringing it down to central Texas, where it 
remained in storage for many years. Sometime after that his uncle started a recycling/metal salvage 
business in Corpus Christi, TX, placing the devil by the street to draw attention. 

 
You may be wondering a couple things right about here like, what does Columbus have to do with 
Texas? Or, what about those replicas of Columbus’ ship? I think I mentioned the replica some time 
ago as my reason for visiting this museum. Well hey, I was wondering the same thing, so I asked. It 
turns out that salt water was damaging the hulls and the city could not afford the upkeep or repairs, 
so they were sold for scrap. I just read a news article about it. There it is again, don’t believe 
everything you read on the net. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

And thus ends my four days in Corpus Christi. Not bad for a town only a little over half the 
population of Milwaukee. I bypassed the Heritage Park homes. Every time I drove by I never saw 
anyone there. It never looked alive. Plus, it’s just a bunch of old houses. 
 
I spent five hours at the Science and History Museum. If I was to read all of what they have it 
would take me twice as long at least. My legs can’t take standing that long. Some parts of it were 
good, some parts needed work, and some parts are outdated. Overall it wasn’t too bad. I am really 
tired though.  
 
The Demon of Corpus Christi - Kind of ironic to find such a large demon in a city named for the 
body of Christ. 
 
I believe I’m parked at a Circle K truck stop in Kingsville. There is a WalMart down the street that 
does not allow parking, but I need to stock up there in the morning. 
 
I am beginning to have doubts about my research. I was under the impression it was a tour of the 
Kenedy Ranch. This is one of the largest in Texas with a rich history. The website is mostly about 
donating money to their philanthropic ventures with a museum as a side light. They raise 
thoroughbreds there also and I think that would be fun to see. 
 
I guess I will find out tomorrow. 
 
A final note on the new harbor bridge that’s under construction. As I ate lunch in the RV I noticed 
that there seemed to be no construction going on. The cranes sat idle. So I looked it up. The 
original construction company had one of their bridges collapse in 2017 I think, killing six people. 
The bridge project was already two years behind schedule, but the city fired them, and the search 
for a new firm is underway. What a kick in the pants that is. 
 
I know, there was a lot of reading in this one. I hope you made it through and learned something 
new. Corpus Christi is probably not on a lot of people’s bucket list, at least those in Wisconsin, so 
maybe it’s a chance to see something you probably never will. 
 
 
Until next time….. 
 
 


