
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to Family & Friends               Saturday, February 13th  2021    Day 27 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my…..Search for Eldorado 

 
 

 

I sat in a Lowes lot, free 
wifi, writing the newsletter 
and watching a movie 
before moving to the little 
cul-de-sac near the 
museum I mentioned, for 
the night. I was sound 
asleep when at 2:30 there 
came a knocking at my 
door. “Police!” I took a few 
moments for my brain to 
kick in and figure out how 
to unlock the door. 
 

 

When I did there was a large policeman standing 
there with a flashlight. “Where are you from?” 
Wisconsin. “Where are you headed?” Just 
touring around Texas. “Just parked here 
overnight?” Yup. “You’ll be gone in the morning?” 
Yup. “Well, you’re not blocking any driveways. 
Have a good night.” He did mention that 
someone called and said there was a vehicle 
parked here. There was another man standing 
back a good twenty feet, maybe one of the 
employees of one of the buildings. I said thanks 
and went back to bed. Unfortunately it took me a 
while to fall back asleep. 

I spent a good portion of the morning researching RV batteries. I am disappointed that these are only 
fourteen months old and won’t hold a charge through the night when the furnace is running. I was still 
kind of planning on heading to Falfurrious, but after some shopping at WalMart and gas at Sam’s I sat in 
the parking lot and researched the Falfurrious sights. Nothing is open and there was not much of a 
choice for overnights, even looking at campgrounds, $38 a night. I haven’t spent a penny on lodging yet. 
Skipping Falfurrious to Laredo I decided to just head towards Laredo from here. Rio Grande City is on 
the way and Fort Ringgold is there to check out. As you can see above, that’s where I ended up. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After passing the unoccupied entry kiosk I found all the roads barricaded. So I parked and went for a 
walk. A cold walk. The info boards above and below don’t really tell the history, so I will fill that in a 
little here. 

Fort Ringgold is the southernmost of the forts constructed at the end of the Mexican War. On October 
26, 1848 Bvt. Maj. LaMotte led two companies to Davis Landing. The army leased 33 acres from town 
founder Henry Clay Davis, whose heirs sold 350 acres to the government in 1878 for $20,000. First 
known as the Post at Davis Landing, Camp Ringgold, and Ringgold Barracks, it was officially named 
Fort Ringgold in honor of Bvt. Maj. Samuel Ringgold, the first officer to die from wounds received in the 
Battle of Palo Alto. Fort Ringgold hosted a number of prominent military figures including Robert E 
Lee, John J Pershing and possibly Jefferson Davis. Captain Leander McNelly and a company of Texas 
Rangers also garrisoned the post. The Cortina War (Juan N Cortina) and unrest during the Mexican 
Revolution are only two of the times the presence of the fort was a fortunate circumstance. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 There is more info on the website if you’re interested. I don’t feel like 
paraphrasing and typing tonight. 
 
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/fort-ringgold 
 

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/fort-ringgold


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Granted, I don’t know the time frames 
here, but I would be a little leery of 
elementary school children taking 
classes in buildings like the one above. 
These barracks were probably built in 
the 1850’s, and a banner on the next 
one in line was labeled as ‘something 
education in the 21st century’ so they 
were used until not too long ago. 

 

 The paragraph was too wide to fit so I’m typing it in – The Lee house was built in 1848 as the home of the 
commanding officer of Ringgold Barracks. It was built on a slight knoll with the best view of the post. Lt. 
Col. Lee was stationed in San Antonio with the U.S. Army in 1856 when he visited for one month to hear 
a court martial trial. His diary states he slept in a tent but visited the commander in the house. He visited 
again in 1860 with orders to stop the actions of Juan Cortina. Lee’s orders included taking American 
troops into Mexico. Fortunately, this action was not necessary. Once again he probably visited the 
commander. So that was paraphrased from the info board, As I read it again while typing I came to 
realize the guy was probably inside this house for a couple hours of his lifetime. It’s not like he slept here.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yea, how would you like to take art classes in the morgue? I’ll 
bet that teacher had some pretty small class sizes. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Most of you will understand 
why I took this picture 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

If anyone out there goes camping, especially boondocking, you have to have the Allstays App. I 
use it several times every day for the whereabouts of WalMart, Sam’s, Costco, LP, dump stations, 
gas stations, campgrounds, free camping, rest areas, Lowes, Home Depot, Dicks Sporting Goods, 
Cabelas, and on and on. Paying for the Pro version is worth it.  
 
The photo above is my spot for the night in the Falcon County Park. Some dirt roads in a field with 
water, toilets and showers, and it’s free. Thirty seconds on the app and I knew where I was 
headed. It looks like some of these people have been here for awhile. 
 
I’m about 90 minutes from Laredo. Just around the bend from me is where the U.S. and Mexico 
have jointly built a dam across the Rio Grande making a large reservoir. There are lots of branches 
and inlets so there must be some higher ground, in fact the hill I’m on is 600 feet above sea level. 
Comparatively, most of the Rio Grande Valley is 100 feet or less. 
 
It feels warmer up here too. The temp climbed to 39 as I pulled into the park. 
 
There is the reservoir here to check out, then Zapata, then Laredo. 
 
I was going to mention that there is a Boondockers Welcome member near Zapata, five bucks a 
night if I want electric, free if I don’t. Maybe tomorrow night. That would increase my average 
lodging costs on this trip from $0 to thirteen cents a night.    
 
 
 
Until next time….. 
 
 

 


