
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to Family & Friends               Thursday, February11th 2021    Day 25 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my…..Search for Eldorado 

 

 
 

 

It was a very ‘gray day’ when I awoke 
this morning. It was about 62 degrees 
when I went to bed last night and only 
in the low 50’s when I opened the 
shades. The temp slowly went down 
throughout the day with a brisk north 
wind and misty rain. Quite the change 
from the 88 degrees on Tuesday. I 
know, you guys have it quite a bit colder 
back home, but that’s one of the 
reasons I’m down here instead of up 
there. A good day to spend at the 
planetarium. 

The planetarium is on the grounds of the 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. Every 
parking lot I passed said ‘parking with valid 
permit only’, even the visitor’s lot. Since they 
were 90% empty I don’t think it mattered. 
I navigated my way around campus to the 
planetarium, which the website states is open 
from 8-5, only to find it closed due to Covid. I 
called the number on the site to ask for sure 
because it did say something about making a 
reservation. “No” she says, “it’s closed until 
further notice.” Then why does the website 
say it’s open? “Oh, does it? I’m sorry, I’ll have 
to change that.” It’s only been eleven months 
since Covid closed everything down, and 
they never realized the website was not 
updated? And this is supposed to be an 
institute of higher learning? I know, I’m being 
very cynical. (like, why didn’t I call first?) 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Next up is the Chamber of Commerce and the Railroad 
Depot Museum. I just drove over since it was only two 
blocks away. Closed due to Covid. Too bad, it’s a really nice 
looking depot. 

 

Next stop is the Museum of South 
Texas History, or MOSTHistory. Nice, 
partial acronym there. I was actually 
having thoughts of going to see a 
movie if this turned into strike three. 
But I had to buy a ticket online so I 
think it’s good to go. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Very nice lobby! So far, so good. 
 
This museum covers the history of 
the entire Rio Grande Valley, 
touching briefly on several topics 
we’ve already covered. It starts 
with how the land was formed and 
its earliest denizens. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

I know I’ve said this before, but we 
‘civilized immigrants’ were really 
quite savage. 

 

They had three-
quarters of this 
behemoth tucked 
back in an alcove, 
making it very 
difficult to get a 
good photo. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

They had several very well done, full sized displays such as the Mexican Hacienda 
below and the steamboat at the dock on the next page. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, here’s some info on “The Robin Hood 
of the Rio Grande”. Not nearly as complete a 
history as the website link I had the other day if 
you want something more in-depth. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This is the pump room I 
toured yesterday  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the first I ever 
heard that Mexico 
joined the Allies during 
WWII 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

My mom would always 
buy the “Ruby Red” 
grapefruit. And whenever 
I buy grapefruit, which is 
seldom, I too pick “Ruby 
Red”. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I don’t know, the sheriff 
sounds like a little bit of 
a coward here, hiring 
someone else to do the 
deed. What do you 
think? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

No, this is not the actual rope they 
hung Ortiz with. It’s just an example 
of a hangman’s noose 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ooooooooooo, scary. There was a photo on the wall of a field trip and a bunch of 5th graders gathered 
around the steel railing, gazing at the hanging noose. I wonder what they were thinking. 
 
The way today started out I thought this might be the shortest newsletter ever written. But I think it 
turned out well. 
 
Without bright sunshine, and not much driving, my power is starting to run short. So I took the side roads 
back to the vicinity of Sam’s Club in McAllen where I spent last night, hoping to charge up the portable 
battery I use for the laptop. It just wasn’t enough and I had to fire up the generator for an hour plus to 
charge things back up. 
 
The temp dropped into the 40’s while I was in the museum and is supposed to reach the lower 40’s 
overnight. Running the generator will take some LP, so I need to conserve a little to use the heater 
tonight. I even switched back to long pants today. 
 
Just checking the forecast. I thought it was supposed to be warm down here. What is this, 1924 all over 
again? Saturday, Sunday and Monday nights are supposed to be in the 30’s with highs in the 40’s. 
 
I feel sorry for all that produce sitting out there in the fields. 
 
Not sure what to do tomorrow. There are a couple items in Mission to check out, then I start heading 
north for a little bit before going west again to Laredo. 
 
I think tomorrow’s newsletter has a possibility of being relatively short. 
 
 
Until next time….. 
 
 
 
 
 


