A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my.....Search for Eldorado

Hello to Family & Friends Sunday, January 31t 2021 Day 15

| was able to find a free parking spot just a block away from the USS Lexington, packed a snack
and a bottle of water, and walked on over.

This truly is a museum, not just a tour of an aircraft carrier as the USS Midway is. The Lexington
saw action in WWII and | tried to keep most of my photos centered on her history. But there are
displays for several other Navy vessels throughout the ship. | could have taken photos of each of
the 440 models on display, along with their info placards; or the memorials to the thousands of
lost sailors; or tributes to twenty or so other ships; but | mostly stuck to the Lexington or what |
found interesting.

They had a great 3D movie in a huge on-board theater about RIMPAC, the world’s largest
international maritime warfare exercise, this one from around 2012. The technology they showed
in the ships, subs and planes was stunning, and it was eight years old. | can’t even imagine what
that technology is like today.
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These items were in the Lexington Plaza at the
bottom of the walkway.

"TORPEDO_
MARK 37 (MOD. 2)

Beginning in the 1950s, the Mark 37 was the standard torpedo launched
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At the end of World War I, Chief of Naval Operations, Adm, Chester W. Nimitz

ordered the formation of a flight demonstration team to showcase naval
aviation. The team performed its first flight demonstration less than a year later,
June 1946.

In 1950, the Korean Conflict put a great demand on naval aviation. The Navy
responded by reassigning the Blue Angels to the aircraft carrier USS Princeton
(CV-37), where the Blue Angels became the nucleus of the Fighter Squadron
191 (VF-191).

The Blue Angels reorganized in 1951 and reported to NAS Corpus Christi, Texas.
The team remained in Corpus Christi until the winter of 1954,



In December of 1974, the Blue Angels reorganized as the U. S. Navy flight
Demonstration Squadron with CDR. Tony Less, as the commanding officer and
flight leader. The squadron added support officers and redefined its mission to
support Navy recruiting. The Blue angels transitioned to a new aircraft in 1974,
the McDonnell Douglas A-4F Skyhawk Il, a small but very nimble attack aircraft
that had been the backbone of the Navy’s Vietnam efforts. The Skyhawk <
debuted on May 18 1974, during an airshow at Offutt AFB, Nebraska.
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THE FLAG AND
THE MEANING //"\\

On the aft side of the island
superstructure you see a Japanese Rising
Sun flag with a black border. This flag
indicates the exact location where, on 5
November 1944, a Japanese Kamikaze
plane, code name Zeke, crashed into
USS LEXINGTON Killing 49 crew

and injuring 132.

Just in case you can'’t find it

FR 82
SEPTEMBER 1943 to SEPTEMBER 1945 i

z& Total Planes Shot Down 387 S
et ‘b Total Planes DEEITD?EI’.’I wme  Ground 635 _
¥ Naval Vessels Sunk or Damaged 588 ﬁnm;

Merchant Shipping Sunk or Damaged 497000%‘"



| There were about ten photos on the
| wall, these are the ones | found most
interesting.

Remember the large statue of the
scene below last year in San Diego?




Sk cAviation cfidiner
\n "','?19,‘Edurwin ‘Lir!k invented this device to teach pilots “blind flying”
and piuwgchm_m without leaving the ground. The enclosed "cockpit”
contained basic controls and instruments found in any airplane. "The

1’:1_.?& Box," as it was knuwn_, was mounted on a pivot that simulated
piiching, turning and banking movements in response to the pilot's

\ wputs. The simulator was npe_;?ed by an electric motor, @ vacuum

| pump, pulleys, levers and ciglaelibws. Simulated radio and navigation
signals allowed pilots to prhEtice instrument landing procedures

| Remate indicating instruments at the instructor's desk allowed them to
observe the pilot's control of airspeed, altitude and vertical spe ﬂ'ﬂ
while an automatic recorder traced the course flown on a chmﬁ ;nr

important factor in wartime pil ini
] pilot training, thousands of train
delivered to the Navy and Army Air Force during World Wﬂrelrfs iy

More than 500,000 U.S. Pilots were trained on Link Simulators,
including the famous civilian pilot Amelia Earhart. She learned
“blind flying” on a Link Trainer and later she taught others that skill
With the help of Paul Mantz, Earhart opened the “United Air
Services,” a flight school that incorporated the Link Trainer in the
curriculum for all pilots.

When Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan went missing in 1937 on
their attempt to fly across the Pacific Ocean, the USS Lexington
CV-2 was one of the five ships to join the search. Fourteen days and
four-million dollars later, the search for Amelia Earhart was called |
off. Neither Earhart, Noonan, or their plane, the Electra 10
Aircraft, were ever found.




USS LEXINGTON

In 1941, Pearl Harbor was the base of the USS Lexington CV-2, one
carriers assigned to the Pacific Fleet. On December 5, Lexington
carrying aircraft and supplies to reinforece troops at Midway

the 7th, and did not return until December 18, 1941. In May 1
Battle of the Coral Sea, to be replaced by the present USS Lexin
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Each of those links
weighs in at 130
pounds. That's my
size twelve for a
frame of reference.
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Wichael Bay, pictured on the right, directed the movie
Pearl Narbor.The USS LEXINGTON (CV-16] was used for most

action scenes. This picture depicts Bay directing the filming
oithe capsized USS OKLAHOMA (BB-37). Although a Disney film,
Bay wanted an R rating to graphically portray the horrors of
war and was not interested in marketing to a younger
demographic. Because of this, budget fights ensued

throughout the planning of the film. The film was finally
released in 2001 with a (PG-13) rating.
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A B-25 launches from the flight deck of Lexington
during the filming of the movie Pearl Harbbr,

“

USS ARIZIONA [BB-39) on the East River, New York City circa 1916 shortly after her \
commissioning. Naval tragition dictates that a ship is commissioned by
breaking a bottle of champagne on her hull. Due to prohibition sentiment ol

the time, she was commissioned using water instead of champagne. Till this

tay, some helieve she was doomed from the start,
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Using the Shop's equipment, the MRs were
able 1o make machine repairs or fabricate new
pans to repawr machinery. The machine shop is
\n operating condition and is currently used to ‘

perform repairs for the USS LEXINGTON
\ Museum
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Hobart Model G030 Commercial
Potato Pecler

No more bucket and a paring
knife | guess.

They had another display with
a victim in a chair and the
dentist holding a drill. As you
walked by the sound of the drill
whirred louder for a few
seconds and then faded away
and you could hear the victim
groaning, aaaahhh, aaaaHHH,
AAAAHHH. 1 literally laughed
out loud at that one.




They had several areas where a short film was shown, the area paying
tribute to Pearl Harbor was quite good. This one told the story of the
schooners that helped the Texas Republic win independence in 1836.
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...it's no exaggeration to say that without it there

— e e n Serremaver.

“The loss of Texas will 'ineyitablg,.ré- ult

and the Californias. Little by little our te

AN “ANYMOUSE"” REPORT

NAVY FOLKLORE TELLS OF A SAILOR WHO WANTED TO REPORT A SERIOUS SAFETY ISSUE
BUT WAS AFRAID TO GO HIGHER UP “THE FOOD CHAIN” SO HE DROPPED A NOTE IN A
MAIL BIN AND SIGNED IT “ANYMOUSE” AS HE WAS UNABLE TO SPELL ANONYMOUS.
THROUGHOUT THE SHIP YOU WILL SEE PLACES TO DROP AN “ANYMOUSE™ REPORT.
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¢ FLIGHT DECK

From the deck to the top of the radio
mast is about 90-100 feet - The height of
a ten story building.




The F-14A Tomcat above, BUNO 160164, was used in the filming of the 1986 movie Top Gun, starring
Tom Cruise, Kelly McGillis and Val Kilmer. Top Gun brought in positive publicity for Naval Aviation,
and significant increases in Navy recruitment. The tactical paint scheme depicted on this aircraft is
authentic for fleet aircraft, and also includes some markings specifically used just for the movie.
Originally called the United States Navy Fighter Weapons School, TOP GUN was founded in 1969 at
NAS, Miramar, CA, after a study determined that Naval Aviators needed better air combat
maneuvering training. In 1996 TOP GUN was absorbed into the Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center
(NSAWC) at NAS Fallon, NV. TOP GUN classes last twelve weeks.

If you saw the film, where Maverick and Goose buzz the control tower and the air director spills coffee
on himself, this is the actual jet that was used in that scene.

i Unfortunately, several of
g ;,ﬁ” AR the info boards on the
45 | flight deck were in this

| or a similar unreadable
| condition.

The Bridge — The CO’s (commanding
officers) seat and his view out the
window.




IN1943 THE US DEVELOPED A BALSA WOOD LIFE RAFT THAT WOULD
NOT SINK, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE NUMBER OF HOLES (FROM ENENY
FIREJINIT. THESE BALSA LIFE RAFTS WERE DESIGNED TO HOLD FIVE |
TO TEN MEN ON A PLATFORM SUSPENDED ON THE INSIDE OR FIFTEEN
TO TWENTY-FIVE HANGING LINES PLAGED ON THE OUTSIDES. THEY
WERE INEXPENSIVE, AND DURING THE WAR THOUSANDS WERE
STORED IN ANY SPACE POSSIBLE ON US WARSHIPS AND
MERCHANT SHIPS. THESE LIFE RAFTS WERE INTENDED ONLY FOR
USE DURING A SHORT TERM BEFORE LIFEBOATS OR ANOTHER SHIP
IN THE CONVOY OR GROUP COULD BRING THEM ABOARD.

THESE LIFE RAFTS WERE BUILT BY DISNEY IN 2000 T0 BE USED FOR
THE FILMING OF THE MOVIE “PEARL HARBOR.” PARTS OF THE MOVIE
WERE FILMED ON BOARD THE USS LEXINGTON CV-16 MUSEUM. FOR
MORE INFORMATION ON THE MAKING OF THE MOVIE “PEARL
HARBOR,” PLEASE VISIT TOUR ROUTE 2.

So what do you think? Not too bad right? | skipped A LOT. There was one display of a Tokyo
newspaper with each article recreated in English, and each one about the size of a small cell phone.
| took one glance and passed it by. | already mentioned the 440 ship and plane models. What you
see above is from the four and a half hours | spent on the ship. | hope you enjoyed it. | enjoyed most
of it.

I will mention one major difference between the Lexington and Midway tours — The Midway had ten
times as many volunteers answering questions and giving demonstrations. There was one story
teller today, and when | asked for help because the APP was not working, “ask her, she’s been here
longer.” Her, “Let me check on that.” She returned with another person who told me “let me ask
someone who knows more about it.” | never did get an answer, and | never did use the App.




Ah yes, The Art Museum. | was both right
and wrong in my guess yesterday. Wrong
because the steer to the right and a buffalo
are the only western items on display; right,
because | guess | just don’t understand
some people’s idea of art.

Some of these | may have an opinion, most
you won’t want to hear my opinion.




I'll admit, this one made me do a
double-take.

CESAR MARTINEZ

American, b. 1844

Mona Lupe: The Epifome of Chicano Art, 1992

Acryfic on Canvas

Museum Purchase Funded by the Corpus Christi At Foundation

19953 -~

MARY MCCLEARY

Amencan, o, 1951
Immigrant, 2011

Collage on paper

Gt of the An Muteum of South Texos 2011 Calleciors Club

| do like this one, it has action | ;;.
and it's three dimensional. ["*
Hard to tell in the photos.




JOEL SHAPIRO

Amencan, b, 1948

Untitled, 1976

Charcoal on paper
rAuseurn Purchase Funded by the Corpus Chisti Art Foundation
19TEL

Ah.....no0 comment. The same artist had two more
hanging here.

| The first was about 2x3 feet, a pencil outline of a
| stocking, and two postage stamps.

Second was a piece of cardboard, like the back of a
tablet of paper but much larger, with a square and four

circle with four squares inside that | might be able to
sell it to this art museum?

Here is another one | did
like. Very creative, in my
average Joe opinion. It's
about eight feet high

DALE CHIHULY

American, b.1941
Blue Cascade Cohn Chandelier; 1999

Blawn glass
Gitt of Francine and Marc Cohn, 5t Louis, MO
2003.10.1-185




It was still too early to go back to my Sam’s/Ashley parking spot for the night, and | didn’t want to
break out the grill over there. | also needed to cook the chicken breasts | bought a couple days ago
before they go bad. So | fired it up, added a little Italian seasoning and paprika and | have dinner
for the next week. The weather was perfect. Low humidity, 80 degrees, nice breeze.

Needless to say | only spent about 45 minutes at the art museum. | probably spent more time in
their parking lot cooking chicken than I did inside.

Not much else going on today. | think the Aquarium and Science Museum are closed on Mondays,
so | will see what | can find tomorrow to keep me busy.

Until next time.....



