
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to Family & Friends               Sunday, January 31st 2021    Day 15 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my…..Search for Eldorado 

 
 

 

I was able to find a free parking spot just a block away from the USS Lexington, packed a snack 
and a bottle of water, and walked on over. 
This truly is a museum, not just a tour of an aircraft carrier as the USS Midway is. The Lexington 
saw action in WWII and I tried to keep most of my photos centered on her history. But there are 
displays for several other Navy vessels throughout the ship. I could have taken photos of each of 
the 440 models on display, along with their info placards; or the memorials to the thousands of 
lost sailors; or tributes to twenty or so other ships; but I mostly stuck to the Lexington or what I 
found interesting.  
They had a great 3D movie in a huge on-board theater about RIMPAC, the world’s largest 
international  maritime warfare exercise, this one from around 2012. The technology they showed 
in the ships, subs and planes was stunning, and it was eight years old. I can’t even imagine what 
that technology is like today. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

These items were in the Lexington Plaza at the 
bottom of the walkway. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Just in case you can’t find it 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

The Hangar Deck  

 

There were about ten photos on the 
wall, these are the ones I found most 
interesting. 
 
Remember the large statue of the 
scene below last year in San Diego? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Each of those links 
weighs in at 130 
pounds. That’s my 
size twelve for a 
frame of reference.   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

They had another display with 
a victim in a chair and the 
dentist holding a drill. As you 
walked by the sound of the drill 
whirred louder for a few 
seconds and then faded away 
and you could hear the victim 
groaning, aaaahhh, aaaaHHH, 
AAAAHHH. I literally laughed 
out loud at that one. 

No more bucket and a paring 
knife I guess. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

They had several areas where a short film was shown, the area paying 
tribute to Pearl Harbor was quite good. This one told the story of the 
schooners that helped the Texas Republic win independence in 1836. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

From the deck to the top of the radio 
mast is about 90-100 feet - The height of 
a ten story building. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The F-14A Tomcat above, BUNO 160164, was used in the filming of the 1986 movie Top Gun, starring 
Tom Cruise, Kelly McGillis and Val Kilmer. Top Gun brought in positive publicity for Naval Aviation, 
and significant increases in Navy recruitment. The tactical paint scheme depicted on this aircraft is 
authentic for fleet aircraft, and also includes some markings specifically used just for the movie.  
Originally called the United States Navy Fighter Weapons School, TOP GUN was founded in 1969 at 
NAS, Miramar, CA, after a study determined that Naval Aviators needed better air combat 
maneuvering training. In 1996 TOP GUN was absorbed into the Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center 
(NSAWC) at NAS Fallon, NV. TOP GUN classes last twelve weeks. 
 
If you saw the film, where Maverick and Goose buzz the control tower and the air director spills coffee 
on himself, this is the actual jet that was used in that scene.   

 

Unfortunately, several of 
the info boards on the 
flight deck were in this 
or a similar unreadable 
condition. 

The Bridge – The CO’s (commanding 
officer’s) seat and his view out the 
window. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
So what do you think? Not too bad right? I skipped A LOT. There was one display of a Tokyo 
newspaper with each article recreated in English, and each one about the size of a small cell phone. 
I took one glance and passed it by. I already mentioned the 440 ship and plane models. What you 
see above is from the four and a half hours I spent on the ship. I hope you enjoyed it. I enjoyed most 
of it. 
I will mention one major difference between the Lexington and Midway tours – The Midway had ten 
times as many volunteers answering questions and giving demonstrations. There was one story 
teller today, and when I asked for help because the APP was not working, “ask her, she’s been here 
longer.” Her, “Let me check on that.” She returned with another person who told me “let me ask 
someone who knows more about it.” I never did get an answer, and I never did use the App. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ah yes, The Art Museum. I was both right 
and wrong in my guess yesterday. Wrong 
because the steer to the right and a buffalo 
are the only western items on display; right, 
because I guess I just don’t understand 
some people’s idea of art.  
 
Some of these I may have an opinion, most 
you won’t want to hear my opinion. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I do like this one, it has action 
and it’s three dimensional. 
Hard to tell in the photos. 

 

 

I’ll admit, this one made me do a 
double-take. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ah…..no comment. The same artist had two more 
hanging here.  
 
The first was about 2x3 feet, a pencil outline of a 
stocking, and two postage stamps. 
 
Second was a piece of cardboard, like the back of a 
tablet of paper but much larger, with a square and four 
triangles inside it. Baffled!!!!! Do you think if I draw a 
circle with four squares inside that I might be able to 
sell it to this art museum? 

 

Here is another one I did 
like. Very creative, in my 
average Joe opinion. It’s 
about eight feet high 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

It was still too early to go back to my Sam’s/Ashley parking spot for the night, and I didn’t want to 
break out the grill over there. I also needed to cook the chicken breasts I bought a couple days ago 
before they go bad. So I fired it up, added a little Italian seasoning and paprika and I have dinner 
for the next week. The weather was perfect. Low humidity, 80 degrees, nice breeze. 
 
Needless to say I only spent about 45 minutes at the art museum. I probably spent more time in 
their parking lot cooking chicken than I did inside. 
 
Not much else going on today. I think the Aquarium and Science Museum are closed on Mondays, 
so I will see what I can find tomorrow to keep me busy. 
 
 
 
 
Until next time….. 
 
 
 
 

 


