
      

In Search of 
Eldorado 

 
  By Edgar Allen Poe             

 
Gaily bedight, 

A gallant knight, 
In sunshine and in shadow, 

Had journeyed long, 
Singing a song, 

In search of Eldorado. 
 

But he grew old— 
This knight so bold— 

And o’er his heart a shadow— 
Fell as he found 

No spot of ground 
That looked like Eldorado. 

 
And, as his strength 
Failed him at length, 

He met a pilgrim shadow— 
‘Shadow,’ said he, 
‘Where can it be— 

This land of Eldorado?’ 
 

‘Over the Mountains 
Of the Moon, 

Down the Valley of the Shadow, 
Ride, boldly ride,’ 

The shade replied,— 
‘If you seek for Eldorado!’ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to Family & Friends 

Day 35 
Thursday, 

February 6th 
 

San Diego 
Animals and Trains 

 
 

Weather 
40’s to 60’s and Sunny 

 

 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

I plan to spend the morning at the Zoo. It opens at nine and I 
was there for the rope drop. 
Last time I was here was sometime in the late 60’s, or maybe 
the mid-sixties, I’m not sure. I know I was here because my 
parents told me so. That’s how much I remember. 
I can tell you this, it’s not a wheelchair friendly place. There 
are some hills here that would test a marathon runner. 
Since we have all been to a zoo at one time or another, most 
likely Milwaukee County which is one of the best in the world, I 
am including only animals I haven’t seen or heard of before 
and some of my favorites. 
I spent a good amount of time last night with the zoo map and 
internet sites of the most economical way to see the zoo.  
After the flamingos I will take the sky glider to the back of the 
zoo and work my way forwards. As usual, opposite of the 
norm. 
While waiting for the rope to drop I asked the attendant when 
the sky glider starts. ‘It’s down for refurbishing, sorry.’ What 
can I say? Let’s go this way and delete the photo of my 
carefully planned list from my phone. 
 

Link to the Eldorado Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VczD1olutQ8 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VczD1olutQ8


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

It was very nice getting there 
early. I had the animals to myself 
most of the first hour or more. 

 

I was not aware of Pygmy 
Hippos, and they did not want 
to get their picture taken. 

 

Breakfast is a bone for this guy 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Otis left, Fulani 
below, in an ‘above 
and below the water’ 
shot 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I felt really bad for these three 
birds. Here they are with 
wingspans from 4-10 feet wide 
and they’re stuck in a net 
enclosure about fifty by fifty by 
forty feet high. How can these 
majestic birds, especially the 
Condor, even hope to spread 
his wings and take flight? I think 
I would rather see a stuffed 
version with wings spread 
instead of a captive one in a net. 
 
There are a lot of similar 
situations here. Antelope 
especially have no room to run. 
I think as they kept adding more 
animals, the existing enclosures 
just got smaller and smaller, and 
there was no room to expand. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

They said this statue is 10 
feet two inches high, the 
actual height of a male Polar 
Bear, but I’m six foot and that 
bear looks twice my height. 

The grass is always greener on 
the other side of the fence 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A waterfall from the 
outside…..and the inside. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

I saw pretty much everything in 
just a little over three hours, 
then took a thirty minute tram 
ride, had lunch, and headed 
over to the museums which 
were closed on Monday. 

This little Wallaby 
climbed up here and then 
started grunting 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The SDMRM boasts the largest operating model train display in the world, I think, maybe 
just the USA, so I was looking forward to this. That title is just in square footage. There are 
five different layouts here: one N gauge (the photo above with no trains running); two 
Lionel O gauge (like the one on Sunday in Old Town); and two HO gauge layouts, my 
favorite, and what I think can have the most realistic scenery. Glance through the photos 
below and form your own opinion. 

 

Now THAT’S what I call a model train layout. This PORTION of the HO layout 
is about forty feet long and eighteen feet wide. Then it continues through the 
wall in the bottom right corner to the next room, and on the far side climbs up 
and turns around the wall to the Tehachapi Loop, a famous engineering and 
trainspotter sight in California. A little farther north than I’m going this trip, 
unfortunately. The Tehachapi Loop is in both photos below. 

The Western Metal Supply 
building, modeled here 
before PETCO Park 
incorporated it as the left 
field foul pole. HO gauge 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The arrow indicates the same hill seen in both photos. 
They used aerial photographs and copies of the original 
specs to build the entire Loop to scale, including valleys, 
rocks, dirt roads, trestles, everything. Truly amazing. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Once again, this is a replica of an 
actual train location and construction of 
tunnels and hills. 

 

The cars have been 
weathered and even have 
graffiti on the sides.  
 
 
Below - the unseen train 
yards below the scenery. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This layout also 
has an outdoor 
theatre and a 
baseball diamond, 
both much more 
realistic than the O 
gauge 

Except for the guy in the photo, I could be standing 
alongside a real track taking this picture. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above – A photograph of the real thing 
 
Below – How well they duplicated it on this 
layout 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Above is how an industrial 
area is modeled in HO. 
 
Left – Remember the 
turntable that was on a flat 
car back at the museum in 
Campo? This is the type of 
turntable it was. 
 
Below – I also mentioned the 
Carrizo Gorge trestle that day 
in Campo. Here it is below on 
the second HO layout. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Below is one of the O gauge layouts, crowded and unrealistic. 
 
I’m not sure how much time I spent here, an hour, maybe ninety minutes. 
The only disappointment was not being able to access the aisles within 
the scenery and see everything possible. Very enjoyable. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

From atlasobscura.com 
Once you think you’ve checked everything off 
your list of places to visit in San Diego, you will 
find a hidden pedestrian suspension bridge 375 
feet long, with a beautiful vista of the Sessions 
Canyon 70 feet below. This charming bridge is 
inconspicuous, but truly special. 
Located in the residential Bankers Hill 
neighborhood, the Spruce Street Suspension 
Bridge is supported by cables embedded in 
massive concrete slabs beneath the soil. 
Walking over the long bridge isn’t for those with a 
fear of heights—the bridge literally suspends 
over the canyon, and a sharp wind gust can 
make it swing slightly. 
Build in 1912, and engineered by Edwin Capps, 
this footbridge was initially designed to provide 
pedestrians a passage across the deep canyon, 
to get between the new trolley lines built on 
Fourth and Fifth avenue. It now serves as a 
secret, serene, and very romantic spot, beloved 
by locals and visitors to San Diego alike. 
Below - The view of the canyon from the 
middle of the bridge 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After a little shopping I ate dinner in the Trader Joe’s parking lot, then moved over to the 
Corvette Diner lot again for the night. No problems. However, this morning there was a 
note of violation on the windshield, but it was from the Marriott Hotel telling me I was 
unregistered and could get towed. Not official from law enforcement so no worries. 
 
Whale watching tomorrow then a full circuit on the Trolley, then maybe Little Italy again. 
 
 
 
Until next time…. 
 


