The sun was coming up as |
drove throiiaoh Arches N P.

Hello to my Family and Friends!

WOW!! You will not believe the scenery that | saw today. There
is no way a normal camera, even with a wide angle lense can
covey the depth, width and colors of the Island in the Sky
District. | think | actually did save the best for last. | finally
realized | could keep my cell phone vertical to take the
panorama photos and maybe they would be a little larger. But
since | am pretty sure | forgot the cord at Goulding’s Lodge |
cannot download the photos to even see them on my laptop,
much less send then out to you. | will have to get another cord
when | get home and send out a final email with the
panoramic photos.

| wanted to get an early start because | wanted to see as
much as possible in Island in the Sky by 4:00 p.m. so | could get
over to Deadhorse Point State Park for some sunset photos. The
ones | had seen on the internet from there were fantastic.

| grabbed a couple pictures of the sunrise as | was leaving
Arches, those are the one above and the one below. | arrived
at Island before the entrance building or Visitor’s Center were
open, so | continued into the park. The temp was only in the
30’s and the wind had to be gusting to 40-50 MPH, wind chill
made it very cold. As | hiked the trails and walked to the
scenic overviews, words like: Wow! Stunning! Amazing!
Breathtaking! And Unbelievable! popped into my head
without any conscious thought, like a word association game. |
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Day 21
Friday

November 15th
Arches

to

Island in the Sky
To

Dead Horse Point

Stats
191 miles today
2972 total miles this trip

Weather
High Temp: 50
Low Temp: 30’s
Conditions: Mostly Cloudy &
Windy

“Breathtaking!”

It’s called the
White Rim Road.
Looks like fun




| ate my breakfast at the
Visitor’s Center, enjoying the
view below.




My first hike of the day.

Aztec Butte

Rising above the mesa, Aztec Butte overlooks sheer cliffs and twisted

canyons stretching in every dirgetion. Hundreds of years ago,
ancestral Puebloans survived here t'hfo-hg"hu hard work and ingenuity.
Clad in yucca sandals and bearing baskets of seed and grain, they
scrambled up these buttes to store their haréﬁfest in small stone

structures sealed with mud. These granaries st:ﬁﬁtagg_i today,
testament to the skill of the people who made this area ﬂf&@f& <




The views from the top of Aztec Butte






One of two ancient
graneries built on
Aztec Butte. | could
not find the other
one.

My truck in the
parking lot
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There is a hiking trail to
the top here also, but o s <~ S i
since | climbed Aztec '

Butte, and the wind

was so cold, | decided

not to climb this one.
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The viewpoint




What Shall
We Find?

In Aay 1869, Major fohin Wesley Powell set tut on
a r-:m-.r-rk:'LHe mission: to explose the uncharted
canyons and waters of the Green and Colorado

ive vell, a geology professor and one-armed
Civil Wir vereran, began the journey with nine
novice garsmen and four wooden boats. He ended
the journey three manths kater with two boats, six
men and detailed knowledge of a unigue landscape

that would captire national attention.

As they first entered the wilds of eanyon country,

Powell wondered in his journal, *What shall we
find?” When Powell’s party reached this section of
the river in July, he described a “strange, weird, grand
region”™ of naked rock with *cathedral-shaped buttes,
towering hundreds or thousands of feet, cliffs that
cannot b od, and canyon walls that shrink the
river into mnsignificance,”

Powell's voyage opened a world of adventure and

scientific discovery that continues today, Modern

ers float the rivers in the relative safety of rubber
¢ a wild landscape that has changed

firtle since 1869,

Green River
Overlook
Elevation 6000 FT.



Green River Overlook
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The sun was
making an
effort to break
through the
clouds.




Grand View Point

: : Elev. 6080 FT.
Grand View Point Overlook

Elevation 6,080 feet
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Carving the Canyons

the lnnd of loose pebbles and dirt, then stream over ¢l
edges as sandy brown waterfalls, Softer stopes of chy and

The relentiess forees of water and gravity kave stowly

scardpted the wst canpons before you How do mere drops
of water chizgel solid stone into dramatic cliffs, spires,
mesas and burtes?

THe stary starts ar your feet. Rainwater seeps into thirsty
sandstone and collects in razor-thin cracks. In the chill of
winter, water freeres and widens these cracks, splintering
the rock into great skabs that tumble into the canyons,

Sudden thunderstorms release torrents of water that scour
L]

musdstone crumblie beneath the water's force. A stair-step
shape emerges as water carves alternating layers of harder

and softer rock.,

O this journey, much of the warer evaporates or absorbs
into the rock. Only some of it reaches the Green and
Colorado rivers, unseen in the canyens below, carting
awiry thousands of feet of rock, one grain at a time.

‘White Rim Road
ety ¢ SFTrn baiore youl




At the end of the trail | ran into Dave & Rita. They told me about their trip. | told them about
my trip. | took their picture, they took my picture.




Then | fell off the cliff.

Turns out we were both on the Fiery Furnace hike yesterday but did not recognize each
other. Rita remembered my comments about the beauty of the Tower Arch trail though.







Mesa Arch

A lone span clipging to the canyon rim, Mesa Arch has greeted every

sunrise for millennia. Repeated cycles of freezing and thawing created
this geologic rarity as water seeped through cracks in the sandstone

cliff. Eventually, these same forces will lead to its collapse.







Dead Horse Point
State Park
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Moenkopi (M)
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“utler Formation was deposited during
the Permian Period between 285 and 270
years ago. Rivers and coastal sand
dunes formed this layer.




The Colorado River

he Colorado River,-as'seen here A Long Journey

2,000 feet below Dead Horse -
Point, carvad c:u';-this.erit:ﬁ}ehched - sr_arting from sriowmelt over 9,000 feet
meander of canyon walls over the
course of 10 to 15 million-years. .

above sea level inthe Rocky Mountains
of Colorado, the 1,450-mile-long Colorado
River flows down through Utah and Arizona

R = before reaching the Sea of Cortez.

Relatively retent human activity has
reshaped sections of the river. In
1869, a one-armed American Civil
War veteran, John Wesley Powell, led
the first successful expedition of the
yet uncharted waters.

Later. advances:in technology made

it possible to dam the river’s canyons,
creating reservoirs suchas Lake
Powell(named after the famous..
explorer),, and dwertwater to citles in .

the desert >
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finite, w:?rersc.rpp.ly
annualty

The invasive plant.Spec

g
heavily from the river:
consuming 170, 000 avre feelimore
than the native w?gr#airon







The Origins of a Name

There are only about 8-10 feet on each side of the road before a 1000° drop-off.

The wind was so strong and cold at the overview that | only took a few quick
pictures and got back in the truck. The heck with sunset. There were probably too
many clouds anyway. | drove back to my camp at Arches and took the photo

below on the way. A little out of focus, but driving and the darkness makes for a
poor picture.



| arrived back at camp and opened the camper to put the laptop, camera, etc. inside and
found a big pile of crumpled newspaper covering the floor. What the heck? Then | realized
what must have happened. | had placed a paper grocery bag full of old newspaper, used for
starting the campfires, on top of the campground grill, which | was not using. When | left
before sunrise there was no wind. During the day the wind picked up and started bowing
newspaper all over the campground. | waved down the Ranger when he went by, and he
told me he spent half the day chasing newspaper and that some was probably at Delicate
Arch by now (about 8 miles away). | apologized profusely and used the crumpled paper to
start my cook fire.

Just as | finished eating it began to rain a little. The Ranger at Island in the Sky, when | stopped
to pay my entry fee, said there was a forecast of possible snow for overnight. | kind of stowed
everything under the beds of the camper and went inside to work on this newsletter. | started
up the propane heater, now on the backup propane tank, and retrieved the backup,
backup propane from the truck. This is one of those 14 oz bottles used for a stove. When |
picked it up | realized it was a partially used bottle, the one | used for cooking up at Golf &
Gulp. | had a premonition — | could see the 7lb tank running out at bedtime, and the backup,
backup running out about 3 a.m. | flagged down the Ranger again and asked if he had any
spare bottles. He said no, then returned with a full 14 oz bottle. A good thing too, my
premonition was right-on. The 7lb ran out of juice at 11 p.m. The first bottle from the truck ran
out at 3 a.m. and the Ranger provided bottle ran out at 7 a.m. | had also used the last of the
firewood for my campfire. Almost perfect timing. My last night camping; no more firewood; no
more propane. | had already decided not to camp in Colorado National Monument after
checking the weather, low in the 20’s and rain or snow. No Thanks!

Tomorrow | start for home...



