
      

  

 

 

   

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

One of the rock 
formations in 

Arches 
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Western Road Trip Newsletter 

Packed up and was gone from the Needles by 10 a.m. There are 
some wild rock formations out here. 

 

Hello to My Family and Friends 

“No name, just 
found it 

interesting.” 
  

I should be here for the next 3 to 4 nights 
 

Day 18 
Tuesday 

November 12th 
Needles District 

To 
Arches National Park 

Stats 
149  miles today 
2659  total miles this trip 

 
Weather 

High Temp: 65 
Low Temp: 30’s 
Conditions: Sunny 

 
 

 

 

 

As I was driving along I passed a tourist attraction called “Hole in 
the Rock”. I had read about this sight on the web before my trip 
but decided to pass it by. It is a large sandstone rock formation 
that, 75 years ago, a man and his wife carved a home directly 
into the rock and lived there for many years. 
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I also received my first glimpse of a real arch, 
Wilson Arch. Not much description needed 
due to the plaque to the left. 

 

I stopped in Moab at the Info Center. I sat in 
the truck a while talking to a claims company 
on the phone, finally had cell service, and 
when I tried to enter the Info Center the sign 
said they opened at 9:00 every day, except 
Tuesday. Really? Oh well, back to the truck. 
Sent off the two late newsletters, checked 
out the weather in the parks, looked up 
campgrounds and decided to make Arches 
my home base for the next few days. After a 
little shopping to restock the cooler and a full 
tank of gas, I drove 5 miles north to Arches 
National Park. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

I am just great at self-portraits 
aren’t I? Can you tell by the 
consternation on my face that 
this is the fourth or fifth try to get 
both the sign and my face in the 
picture?  
 
I stopped at the Visitor’s Center 
and went through the usual 
routine. The campground is 18.5 
miles into the park. It was already 
1:30 and I needed to eat some 
lunch. 

 

My view for lunch 

Visitor’s Center 
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I know this is almost the same picture, but I wanted to save you all the trouble of backing up 
to look at the picture after reading the plaque. 
 
I decided I would stop at all the scenic views to my right as I drove to the campground. The 
less turning and crossing traffic I have to do while pulling the trailer the better. No hiking, just 
scenic views. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I didn’t think all that much of the Courthouse Towers, 
maybe because there was no plaque telling me where to 
look. But there was the plaque above which I thought was 
very interesting. Compare the plaque picture above with 
the real one below. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Awww, there’s the Baby Arch 

I thought the bend of the rock strata in the pic below was rather interesting. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

No name, just found it 
interesting. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Another very nice campground 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After getting my camp set up, I decided to try and get a sunset photo. 
The closest was Skyline Arch. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

As I walked back to the parking lot I stopped to watch the actual sunset. There were a 
few too many clouds for a good one, but it was ok. 
 
Back to camp and dinner. My evening routine in pictured below. Tomorrow I will try to 
get some sunrise photos for you to enjoy. Landscape Arch is only .8 miles away and is 
supposed to be about the best trail in the Park. We will see. I am then planning to give 
my sore toe a little rest. There is a 7 mile drive on an unpaved road to Tower Arch, I think 
I will give it a try. The weather is sticking in the sixties and sunny, I hope it lasts another 
couple days. I was very surprised to get a signal with my laptop and was able to send 
the newsletter last night, only one day late. I know this one is actually yesterdays and 
today’s will be tomorrows.  
 
Good night all…. 


