
      

 

Our first hike today was 
supposed to be the 
Window Trail from the 
Ross Maxwell Scenic 
Drive. This direction was 
recommended over the 
normal Window Trail 
which starts from the 
Chisos Basin. 
Unfortunately the guide 
starts from the parking 
area, which is 1.2 miles 
from where we had to 
park. This turned the 5.5 
mile hike into almost 8, of 
which I am sure 7.5 miles 
were uphill. We turned 
back after the waterfall. 
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Do I have a treat for you guys. This is a Special Edition of the First RV 
Trip Newsletter. This edition is called “ALL ABOUT CACTI”. We will 
explore the 51 different species of cacti found in Big Bend National 
Park, descriptions, scientific names, growth patterns…..Everything 
You Never Wanted To Know About Cactus, And More!!!! 

Not really. I am not a cacti kind of guy. Although maybe I have a 
prickly personality? LOL Look out, I’m hot! Get it? Desert? Hot? 

It was very interesting to see the many varieties of cacti as we 
hiked the trails. There are several pictures below of the different 
types, the only name I know is Ocotillo, that one was pretty cool. 

Hello to Family & Friends 

 

Day 12 
 

Sunday 
 

October 7th 
 

Big Bend 
 

National 
 

Park 
 

Weather 
80’s 
Sunny 
Dry` 
 

 

 
 

First RV Trip - Fall 2018 

The photo above is of the Chisos Mountain Range as the sun 
starts to hit it from our campsite at Hannold Draw 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This is the Ocotillo 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Ok, that’s it for cactus, I promise. 
 
 
 
Below is the same picture as 
page 1, but with full sun. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This is one of the oddball 
desert trees, and very 
few trees there are, that 
grow in the desert. I 
forget the name. It can 
live 50 years and only 
goes to seed one time 
in its lifespan. 

As I mentioned in the sidebar on page 1, this is the start of the trail to the Window. Too bad the 
extra 2.5 miles was too much for us, especially with the steepest and most dangerous part of the 
trail still to go. There were some beautiful views, as can be seen below, but not too long after 
seeing the Cattail Falls we turned around. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Nice yellow flowers 
mixed with the purple 
ones behind, which 
are hard to see 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Cattail Falls 

Bad angle to photograph the falls 
from in the morning. This should be 
an afternoon hike. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These flowers were the favorite of both Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 They 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 These flowers were the favorite of both Morgan and myself 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Desert vista 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A little warmer at the Rio Grande 
elevation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Looking back at the Santa Elena Canyon cut into the cliffs 

 

Pics at the Castolon (closed) Visitor Center 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is the La Casa de los Alvino mentioned in the Dorgan-Sublett plaque a 
few pages earlier. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This area reminded me of the Badlands in South Dakota, one of my favorite parks 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

An old abandoned windmill and a still 
functioning one built in 1913 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What’s left of the adobe 
home built here by Sam 
Nail 

 

Caught this one a little late. Moments before it looked MUCH more like a two 
humped camel. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you can tell by the date I am actually putting this together and sending it out on the 9th. I am 
currently at a campground in Artesia, NM. It’s 9:30 p.m. and I still have the 8th and 9th to try and 
finish and send out tonight. Although I am in no rush since I gained 2 days today. I will explain 
how in the 9th Newsletter. 
 
For those of you not paying attention to the weather, Hurricane Michael is going to hit the 
Florida panhandle Wednesday morning. Could be cat 3 or 4. I am already scheduled to go 
back to Florida after my horseback ride in Tombstone. I will be back for Christmas, but other 
than that I am not sure. 
 
Sorry again Kevin. Those darn hurricanes keep getting in the way of our golf games. 
 
Goodnight 


