Episode Il: The Mesa Top Loop Drive

’ Pithouse Life

There is an enormous gap between identifying
pithouse features — the hollows and scattered
stones — and visualizing the inhabitants’ daily
lives. Set in the four corner post holes, timbers
supported a ceiling that was probably head-high
Above the firepit there was probably a smoke holle
which also may have heen the pithouse entrance, b
Some features are more revealing,

S e
Dsaf{ o

Fire
pit

*Corner posts

. .
Grinding Corn

The grinding stone and slab — mane and metate —
svmbolize the Anasazi's new tics to the mesa top, £
Cirimding corn inte corn meal was a constant chore
Dried or parched corn could be stored in pottery
vessels for vears in the dry. Southwest elimate.

The stored corn enabled the Anasazi to survive
long, eold winters.

The pithouse was nol some solated, chanee design, T was
| and again across the more fertile stretches

repeated again

of this area of the Smuthwekt.

This pithouse wes built in A1, 575,
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ruins — Pretty awesome!
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Vou are standing in the courtyard of an early p‘uehllr:
village. To your left curved & row af rooms. To your
right the deep pitroom’s rood was nuurgﬂmnd ]Pw_lll_

Bevond the pitroom are ruins of a second village built

1) porars later.

AND
- PUEBLOS

A.D.700-930

T .

By AL} 850 mest Mesa Verde people were living in

aurface dwellings instead of pithouses. Adjoining
rooms may reflect a greater degree of cooperation
required by an expanding population.

The foundations of these houses on the left were built
of upright stone slabs. The walls were constructed by
setting poles upright and weaving small sticks between
them, then plastering the walls with mud — a technique
mﬂedl wattle and daub. " Compare this pueblo with the
later village.
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A.D.900-1100

SUN
POINT
" PUEBLO

A.D.1200s

You are standing in the middle of what remains
of a medinm-sized puoblo village. Blocks of reoms
completely surrounded the tower and kiva, Unlike
surlier villoges with apen courtyards, this community
fogused inward — possibly for religious reasons or in
reaction tean oulside threat.

Peaple Ived here for only a short time. About
the year 1200 there was a general movement
from mesa-tep villages to cliff aleoves. Few
witlls are left standing, possibly because the
Arnasaz salvaged the stones and timbers for
reuse in cliff dwellings.

The Tower-Tunnel-Kiva lCmmctjm

Tha kiva hans become the village's central focus. Tn Mesa Verde
it 18 comman te find i tunnel connecting twer to kive, Priresibly

tha tuaned would allow sedden, dramatic entrances daring kivi
cEremaTE,

Nearby you can trace foundations of anly ffteen tom'!hg :
pmblugadasmny as thirty, with a population of maybe :
peopte. Muasonry was sophizticated enoagh w0 sapport
multi-storied buildings.
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| think | read that Mesa Verde has over 600 cliff dwellings
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This is Cliff Palace, the largest dwelling in Mesa Verde. The people you
see are taking the 1:00 tour. My tour of Cliff Palace starts at 2:00.
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This is the end of episode II: The Mesa Top Loop Drive

Check your in box for episode lll: The CIiff Palace Tour




