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Eﬂ | Monday

h"ai' October 28th
o l ] !

. . Another day
.wsm:ﬁscman} s in

1‘El':fl"'lu. HUSELIH] . The start of my Dodge City, Kansas
JHHTM; [WHTWHI ﬁ Walking tour of

Dodge City, KS

Stats
35.1 miles
1038 total miles this trip
. . MPG:
Hello to my Family and Friends!
Weather

| started the day with my free breakfast here at the Dodge High Temp: 78

Low Temp: 45

House Hotel. Unfortunately, the kitchen is the same one that

. Conditions: Sunny & windy
served my steak last night. Need | say more?

| did a little research on the net and then headed downtown. |

found the Visitor’s Center, parked, and stepped inside. “| thought it was

The lady inside gave going to be a

me a brochure for the cheesy tourist trap!”
Historic Dodge City
Walking Tour, talked
about a few other
things, then she gave
me advice on where to
shop for cowboy boots.

| had shopped around
home, but decided |
would get a better

Dodge City Visitor Center

selection, and probably a better deal, right down here in the
heart of cowboy country. | also signed the register for which |
received a push pin to stick in the part of the country where |
came from. If you look closely at the map below, you can just
about see my yellow push pin. You have to look real hard
now.

The Classic
Wooden Indian




My first stop was the 1903 Santa Fe Locomotive
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Next stop: the tour of Boot Hill and OId
Front Street starts here, at the Great
Western Hotel. Inside was a gift shop, a
short movie on the history of Dodge City,
and then on to Boot Hill Cemetery.

The plaques below were in the Hotel and
seemed interesting enough to put here.

ﬁ“ht&hiﬂhwlmﬂwmmmm
2! Galland. It stood on the other side of the railroad tracks and faced the north. At first, |
- Dr. Galland’s Great Western Hotel started as two small buildings set upon his empty
lot. However, he had a wave of good fortune and won $2,500 in a Louisiana lottery,
which allowed him to begin financing a grand hotel. The Galland's property was
located near other well-known Dodge City hotels, such as the Wright House and its
chief competitor, the Dodge House. While the Great Western did not serve a feast as
muu—mmmmmm“mmmqmmm
mmmammmmmuﬁmmm-u
ﬂ-ﬂummﬂuﬁMmmmdﬂmnﬂmuwﬂtwmﬁ
“Mnmdun”mhrmhmmmhhgqumme ~tric
lights. A Prohibitionist, Dr. Galland closed the Hotel's doors at 10:00 pm sharp.
o ﬂthnwhnmuummlﬂuhlf:mmhﬂuphhu
n bed, they had to be in at a decent hour. Many famous and important peopile
: ummmmmmmm(wmum
nty), Wyatt Earp (Assistant Marshal), William (Bill) Tilghman (Frontier Marshal),
Wright (Pioneer Merchant), G.M. (George) Hoover (Pioneer Merchant), H.B. [
m) Bell (Merchant and Marshal), Eddy Foy (Famous Comedian),
- 'mgmmﬂmmMmtmm :
ﬂnnﬂn}.-uuun.m-ma.s.umu.mm o\




) Branding Irong ™

: Traditionally we think af branding

There were several
small branding

ck, especiaily ¢ I70nS as being used to denots ownarship | irons for sale on a
display next to the
plaque. | checked,

estern Frantier so cattie from various but the “S” was all
UWNErS could free range together and later be sorted out ot the “roundup” by

identt:pingﬂnhm. sold out.
rands in the United States are usually leTiers or n
few symbols thrown in such as bars, dircles, mmmu:.r:,ﬁ;
upright, réversed [called “reverse” before the character), or at a 90 degree angle
(“lazy"). When the symbols are touching they are connected. Letters can be
partially overlald - combined. And brands can be hanging - the symbols are
| touching with one on top of the other.

Today branding refers to a number of techniques. In addition to burning, &
includes tattooing, freeze branding and ear tagging. Brandsr, tattoos , and freeze 3

he most important item of
~owboy gear is a Hat! Hmmm.

skipped getting a regular good st keaplng 8 ._hm“hm_‘h
:owboy hat for my ride and Some sources say the term “ten galion” hat came from the Spanish “tan
im sticking with my Kangaroo SRl which e ‘:ﬁw;‘ q:":' - m“:_‘:" for an
kin hat | wear for golfing. It will m"
et me apart from the crowd. ~ The sarly cowboys wore whatever type of hat they brought from their
and probably look stupid also) mmxm SIS S N s, STV WORE o

John B. Stetson changed all that when he popularized the
version of the cowboy hat. While on a hunting trip as a joke he fash
_hat from animal fur that had a huge brim. He found it worked so «

protecting him from the sun and the rain he wore it for the rest of the trip, |
In LB6S he produced these hats commercially. The first
v cowboy hat sold for $5.00.
(@, 18-y The Most Important item of Cowboy Gear is a Hat

After the movie you are directed upstairs to a rear door, basically on a level with the cemetery,
and follow a concrete path to the sign pictured below. | continued left towards Boot Hill. We
will visit Front Street after paying our respects to the dearly departed.



The Fort Dodge Jail dates back to 1865
when Fort Dodge was established five miles
east of present day Dodge City. The Fort
was built to protect travelers on the Santa
Fe Trail. | don’t think | would like to spend
any length of time in here. Note the hole in
the floor? Not a pretty site for doing “your
business”.

Now we get to the heart of the matter, Boot Hill Cemetery. | hope you can read the
plaques, so no commentary. | will say that the different ways in which people died, or
were killed, can sometimes make you laugh.



BOOT HILL

Imagine standing on this spot in the year 1874. . .you are standing on

the highest point in Dodge City. It was a lookout, a point to observe wild

game, buffalo and to detect their enemies, which were ever present.
This was the original location of the Boot Hill Cemetery.

Imaginese que situacidn en este punto en el aflo 1874...que usted estan estando parados en
&l punto mis alto de |a ciudad del regate. Era un puesto de observacidn, un punto para
observar el juego salvaje, bifalo y para detectar a sus enemigos, gue estaban siempre
presentes. Esta era la localizacién original del cementerio de |a colina del cargador.

Boot Hill only existed as a burial ground for about six years.
Boot Hill in its original state, as the white man first saw it, was
a sand, gypsum, rock, clay, buffalo grass and soap weed
mound, one-half mile north of the Arkansas River. Its bulging
nose projects to the south and is the end of a small watershed
between two draws. It was a lookout, an observation point,
used by all living things to view the river's lowlands, the floods
in season, the wild game, the buffalo and to detect their
enemies, who were ever present.

The hill extended to the west beyond the restaurant and to the east
where the Front Street buildings are located, as well as to the north

where the First Christian Church sits and south to Wyatt Earp Boulevard.

During the late 1870s, if you looked to the south you would see the
Arkansas River as it extended to just south of the railroad tracks. The
river was a mile wide and provided water and life to the City of Dodge.

La colina extendid al oeste mds alld del restaurante y al este donde se localizan los edificios.
delanteros de la calle, asi como al norte donde Ia primera ighesia cristiana se sienta y sur al

bulevar de Wyatt Earp. Durante el (itimo 1870s, si usted mirara al sur usted veria que el rio
de Arkansas como & extendid al sur justo de las pistas del ferrocarril, Bl rio era una milla 5
ancha y con tal que agua y vida a la cudad del regate.

There were wonderful herds of antelope, deer, elk and wild horses. There

were big gray wolves and coyotes by the thousands. There were great
numbers of waterfowl and amphiblous animals, otter, beaver,

2 muskrat,
weasel and mink. The beaver and otter were soon wiped out of existence

because of the trappers, Our lakes, streams, ponds, and rivers were
covered with wild fowl - ducks, geese, swans,

numbers of turkey and quail. While you looked around the vast prairie

you would see enormous herds of buffalo almost completely hiding the -

‘grasslands beneath them.

DO AL CEMETRRT

Oné of the first quastions asked here al the museurn s always "Is tis the
rea Boat Hill Cenvtery and are there any bodies stil burled hiere?" The

areret 1 yea and passbly, we ke to think sa. The fame of the Boot Hil
Camery s s o over  century, Tha e i roted i b perid
of Dodge Cty isory, From 1872 o 1678 there s no regular butkl ground
In Dodge, During the toiwn's first year, It saw nearty 30 kilings, an
ke since e opulaic was onyabouk 50, Boct ) b 52 g
phace for the departad wha did nok have anough manty to be afforded the
Iuury of being laid t restat Fort Dodge, Faw had caramonies, non had
caffn, ind since mast died, and ware buriad wath their boots on, the

cemetesy gained it fame.

The Boot Hill Cemetery is located on the
northwest corner of the original cemetery. |
was closed in 1879 and the remains movec
to a new cemetery northeast of town. It wa:
never an official burial ground, but was usec
primarily for bodies of buffalo hunters, drifter:
and others who had no family in the area
No one famous was ever buried here.



ALICE

MAY 5.1878
BELIEVED TO BE THE
ONLY WOMAMN BURIED
ON BOOT HILL.
HERS WAS THE LAST
BEURIAL HERE

EDWARD HURLEY

JANUARY IBE73
KILLED IN A SHOOTING
SPREE IN A EALCEN

A BUFFALO HUNTER

Named MSGILL
SHeT
MaRCH IE?E_

THE FIRST RECORDED
KILLING in DODGE CITY.
HE WAS SHOT SIX
TIMES BY A RAI|L-
ROAD TRACK LAYER

UNKNOWN
FOUND HANGING
FROM A TREE WEST
OF DODGE CITY

ELLIS ShotBy
DAVID BURRELL,
A BARTENDER IN THE
DODGE HDUEE.-.JUL:(ESTE

FIVE BUFFALO HUNTERS
WHOSE FROZEN BODIES WERE

FOUND NORTH of DODGE CITY orn

FEBR. 2.1873 FOLLOWING a BLIZZARD

1873

Despd Eye Steve Ohara was
killed. Red Eye ruined his dead
eye and he was killed in a falr

fight.

“Jack Reynolds, a notorious

) A
ED WILLIAMS
FEBRUARY 2. 1873
KILLED IN A DANCE HALL
BY THE DODGE CITY
'WIGILANCE COMMITTEE'

MEDERMOTT
PLUGGED FEB.1873
BY CASEY. A FRIEND
OF EDWARD HURLEY

CHARLES WHEDON
A BUFFALO HUNTER.
SHOT ON
SEPTEMBER 10.1876

eoasHILL | o

OF THE ESSINGTON
HOTEL.SHOT B8Y
THE COOK

JOHN WAGNER
DIED APRIL 1878 of
WOUNDS DURING SHOOT:
OUT With ED MASTERSON

Charley MOREHOUSE
A GAMBLER
BY TRADE.DIED
DECEMBER 1872

BARNEY CULLEN

CTANUARY 1873
A RAILROAD EMPLOYEE WHO WAS KILLED

DURING A SHOOTING SFREE IN A SALOON

EDWARD HURLEY-JAN. 17 1

Ed was killad in a shiooting spraa. 'ﬁm-'tl‘--&!' LEHII.I
shooting afair occurred al Dodge Clty last Fricay mig

As usual, the affair took place at ene of the Wnodhaillg
that Infest g many of the iemporary cutpests of a n
raliroad. There were some five or six men angaged s
melse, and all had been drinking morg or less, How
trouble commencid our reparter could ot laars, bu
results are sufficiently deplorable, Two Men Name
Barney Cullen and Edward Hurby were kifled on the
and another namad Southers was wounded 50 :langr.r
that i belleved he will not recovar.
Janiary 13, 1873 - The Kansas Dally Commanwmeal

Mote- thi papers Bave been arrying musch BEws of
Victorin Woad hall v artucated freg lawe, 53 it f-dqwll
Woodhullery would, therefare, bea brothil




FINE BUFTALD HUNTER

FEBRUARY, 1873

* Enformeation cixmes Lo us from Docoge Ciiy
mumming Ll Tivee buffalo hunters were brough|
inio town frozen to death, We shall have the
unpheasant duty of giving your paper further
cases of freezing and sxposure that resualied
badly and, in most cases, lataly.”
February 2, 1872
Kansas Dally Commonwesith

v possessed little or no monay, Allce,
tios b Ikt reat on Boot HINL, was

g e *“ii:-g.i"“*

- HAC ucmum

[ A named Gusry, who th—l ol Pl Muriey, ghok Mr
Garmaott. ia shot Casey's Trisnd so Cosey st vl "Bpa
Tor an eve 3 et for @ tDethT i thi feontler

ot Reitfve sl 8Tl has ooonred o Duvge, wisich

s proved Ghe Seath of o HeDernals. Ve cannst ghe

Fall partdccion but will ghve you sn ivkling of tha tregedy,

ST I ety AR e of Var frevtee (Pe., Samstime s,

2 mian by tha nama of Hurley s shot by McCarmots. Tha

P O P e e -4

BLACK JAGK
SEPTEMBER, 1872

According 1o Kansas newspapers e was a
black man who was shot in front of Beathy &
Kelley's Saloon and rostaurant. Black Jack
was shot through the head and died
instantly. He was planted as they call it,
"yith his boots on,”
the first person burled on Boét HIL
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There were several
displays in The Boot
Hill Building about
the history of Dodge
City, its Hollywood
influence, tools,
clothing, furniture
and all those types
of things you see in a
normal museum.
There was one
unique spot. As |
stood looking at the
full size buffalo to the
right, several
monitors above
talked about the
history of the buffalo,
Indians and the
white man.

As the monitors showed the buffalo hunt scenes from Dances with wolves, and the sounds of
the thundering hooves, the floor began to vibrate as if | was really standing on the prairie and
watching the buffalo thunder by. Really cool. The effect of the building itself was similar to The
Streets of Old Milwaukee section of the Milwaukee Public Museum, and my girls know that is
my favorite area of the museum. There was also the same feeling in the buildings of Front Street
pictured below. | thought it was going to be a cheesy tourist trap, but it was very enjoyable.

A full size stuffed Longhorn




| bought some homemade
mint fudge at the General
Store, which | just finished
eating as my midnight
snack.

The old wooden
buildings are
connected inside with
displays and artifacts
from the 1870’s.

The bar at the Long
Branch Saloon
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MEXLCD. m THE 161 CENTIRY
BEEWEEN (875 AND 1886, OVER
4 MILLEON HEAD WERE BRIVEN UP
FHE TRALL Td THR SAKTE FE
RAILBEAD 1 DODGE CITT. '

T01§ 15 4 PROJECT OF

Bao3 IHEE MISERN, 156,

60~ GiATRMEN

SENF GYRINER & m 1316

After leaving Front Street | started my walking tour of
downtown Dodge City with the statue of El Capitan.

The statue of Wyatt - Buffalo hunter, Teamster,
lawman, gambler and saloon keeper he served as
Assistant City Marshall 1876-1878. Briefly was Ford
County Deputy Sheriff under “Bat” Masterson in 1878
before leaving for Las Vegas, New Mexico, not
Nevada.




Erin, this one is for Flynn. Erin’s collie is
named after Errol Flynn. He co-starred
with Olivia DeHaviland in the 1939 movie
Dodge City, the first movie ever to
premier outside of Hollywood. The film
premier brought over 40 Hollywood stars
to Dodge City. This medallion is placed
in front of the Dodge Theater where the
premier took place. At my visit the
theater was kaput.

Below is a plaque | saw on a building.

Plains” painting.

Dodge City’s “skyscraper” of five stories is graced with a
massive mural painted by Sam Herd. The mural is modeled
from Fredrick Remington’s “The Old Stagecoach of the

In 1927, early day pioneer dentist, Dr. O.H. Simpson,

sculpted the Cowboy statue to commemorate the Dodge
City cowboy era and the cattle drives. Simpson used a
live model, Joe Sughrue, to form plaster of paris molds for
his sculpture. Sughrue was a former cowboy and later a

Marshall of Dodge City.
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Yeee Doggies!!! That’s right folks, those are the famous cattle feedlots from an overlook east
of Dodge City. The plaques state that millions of head of cattle pass through here every year
on their way to your table. There is a processing plant to the right which has the traffic of 1000
semis each day, 6 days a week. Enough beef to feed 16 million people every year. The cattle
enter the feedlots weighing 600-700 Ibs and are fed to a weight of 1000-1200 Ibs in just 140
days.




SANTﬁ FE TRML
e - TRACKS

1822 - 18]2

Tracks of the original wagon trail
used by pioneers from 1821 to the
it dd : 1880s located nine miles west
i i '“'; o tischracg Dodge City. There is a nice

T i r.iu'«-'«m:u__i-'{-' o overlook and a trail down to the

= tracks. You can stand on a bridge

over the tracks and get a close
view of one of the most visible
tracks left from this historic trail.
The area is listed on the National
Register of Historic Sites. | could
not really tell there were any
tracks at all. | was disappointed.
From what | had read it seemed
like you could almost go down
and step in the grooves left by the
wagon wheels. Oh well. It was
desolate and windy on that plain.
No trees in sight and the wind at
about 30-40 mph.



After all that | ran a few more errands. Bought some cowboy boots. Took a nap back at the
hotel. Then decided to walk to Montana Mikes and get a real steak. Mike says they are the
best in Dodge City. So | trekked the 1.7 miles to Montana Mikes. They are closed on Mondays.
This is what keeps life interesting. Ended up at Arby’s across the street. Finished up this
newsletter. Hopefully this is the longest and most elaborate one | will have to do, because it
took me about 6 hours. | enjoyed it, but the battery died in my mouse and the thunderstorms
finally hit, so | could not get another battery from the truck. Working the laptop mousepad
with my fingers is something | am not used to.

Tomorrow | should end up in Colorado. Enjoy!



