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I did start out early this morning, mostly because I did not realize I 
was now back on Central time. Ho hum. Who cares what time it is 
anyways. 

 

My first stop was Russell Cave National Monument. As I was driving 
there I made a mental note to myself to tell you guys that this cave 
is going to be vastly different from the Ruby Falls Cave. Russell Cave 
is an archaeological/historical site, not built for entertainment.  

 

Russell cave was inhabited from 10,000 BC to 1650 AD. Not always 
continuously, but sometimes on a seasonal basis. Once digging 
started they removed over 3 tons of artifacts. Carbon dating had 
just been discovered in the 1950’s and it was used to determine the 
dates above.   
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This sinkhole was pretty cool when standing there and looking at it in 3D. But the 2D camera 
does not do it justice. This was just off the boardwalk on the way to the cave entrance. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

First view of the cave 

This is the entire entrance to the cave. The lower left portion goes back 2 miles and 
floods very easily, so the inhabitants occupied the upper cave to the right. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Just a little different from Ruby Falls right? But it was very interesting. 
 
When I was looking at the displays in the visitor center I heard one of the rangers, there were 
three women rangers on site, talking on the phone about a book she had written being 
looked at by an editor. I was curious as to the type of book it would be. But I went on down 
the boardwalk and checked out the cave. I was just leaning against the railing enjoying the 
sound of the running water when one of the Rangers sauntered up. We stood there talking for 
probably a good 10 minutes, then started back to the visitor center. During the walk I asked 
her if she was the ranger I overhead talking about a book. She was. We talked about that for 
awhile. Then I told her about the fantasy adventure trilogy I wrote an outline for back in the 
90’s, and still have all the notes for. Then, you probably guessed already, she asked me if I 
would like to have dinner if I was ever in Chattanooga. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I was not shocked at all. I am used to women throwing themselves at me. LOL JK JK. 
 
She was kind of embarrassed, said she has been divorced about 6 years and doesn’t really 
date. She just thought it would be fun to have dinner with an adult who shares her passion for 
writing and books in general. 
 
So I took her email address. 
 
I think the picture below is about where I was standing and listening to the water. 

From Russell Cave I drove down to 
Anniston, Alabama, site of the Freedom 
Riders protest. 
 
It was interesting and I took photos of all 
the plaques (except the back side of this 
one I just realized). If you want or have 
time, it is an interesting story and was 
worth the drive to see it. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The sign in the 
bus station 
window 
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Does it count as an official visit 
if you arrive after hours? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I was looking forward to this site more than Chickamauga since it involved the 
1812 Indian Wars instead of the Civil War. But alas, maybe next time….after 
dinner. Wink Wink 

 

 
It was a great 2.5 hr drive from Russell Cave to Anniston. Just perfect for the Brewer Game. 
SiriusXM came with the RV, 3 months worth, almost free. Still $15 just to activate. So I listen to the 
Brewers, Badgers and Packers when they are on.  
 
Speaking of the radio. When I was in North Carolina and The Great Smokeys I listened to 
Bluegrass. Once I passed into Tennessee I turned on the Elvis channel. 
 
On to Vicksburg tomorrow. 


