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Hello to Family

| did start out early this morning, mostly because | did not realize |
was now back on Central time. Ho hum. Who cares what time it is

anyways.

My first stop was Russell Cave National Monument. As | was driving
there | made a mental note to myself to tell you guys that this cave
is going to be vastly different from the Ruby Falls Cave. Russell Cave
is an archaeological/historical site, not built for entertainment.

Russell cave was inhabited from 10,000 BC to 1650 AD. Not always
continuously, but sometimes on a seasonal basis. Once digging
started they removed over 3 tons of artifacts. Carbon dating had
just been discovered in the 1950’s and it was used to determine the
dates above.

Prehistoric Cave Shelter
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This sinkhole was pretty cool when standing there and looking at it in 3D. But the 2D camera
does not do it justice. This was just off the boardwalk on the way to the cave entrance.







First view of the cave

The lower left portion goes back 2 miles and

This is the entire entrance to the cave.

floods very easily,

so the inhabitants occupied the upper cave to the right.
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Rusasll Cave is constantly shanging. The water
flowing through the cave has carved the openings
thiat wou see here, as well a5 tha coweral miles of
paszageways that make up the cavern systam. 14,000
acres of land drains inte Fussell Cave. Floading e
comman here, as a faw inchea of rain can make for
saveral feel of water. Russell Cave can flood ina
matter of hours and drain just as fast,

As tha water movesa through the area and here ta the
cave apening, it pleks up a lat of things along dhe

22 way. Debris is deposited throughout the cave as is
trash that Is plcked up by the water and deposited in
4 & the cave and surrounding area.

Mol i

The trash alcng the roadslde and elsewhere, never
really disappears, it just gets ralocated.

Help Keep America Clean, Please Don't Litter.

Experience Your America™
The Maboma! Park Service cares for speaal places gaved oy the Amencar, Feaple
30 all iy eXpanienne our heriage.

Just a little different from Ruby Falls right? But it was very interesting.

When | was looking at the displays in the visitor center | heard one of the rangers, there were
three women rangers on site, talking on the phone about a book she had written being
looked at by an editor. | was curious as to the type of book it would be. But | went on down
the boardwalk and checked out the cave. | was just leaning against the railing enjoying the
sound of the running water when one of the Rangers sauntered up. We stood there talking for
probably a good 10 minutes, then started back to the visitor center. During the walk | asked
her if she was the ranger | overhead talking about a book. She was. We talked about that for
awhile. Then | told her about the fantasy adventure trilogy | wrote an outline for back in the
90’s, and still have all the notes for. Then, you probably guessed already, she asked me if |

would like to have dinner if | was ever in Chattanooga.




| was not shocked at all. | am used to women throwing themselves at me. LOL JK JK.

She was kind of embarrassed, said she has been divorced about 6 years and doesn’t really
date. She just thought it would be fun to have dinner with an adult who shares her passion for
writing and books in general.

So | took her email address.

| think the picture below is about where | was standing and listening to the water.

From Russell Cave | drove down to

Anniston, Alabama, site of the Freedom

Riders protest.

GREY ORI B STATIO

This was the : i M It was interesting and | took photos of all
' : the plaques (except the back side of this

one | just realized). If you want or have

time, it is an interesting story and was

worth the drive to see it.
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T'he Freedom Rides

The Rides began in May 1961 when the Cangress of Racial
Equality (CORE) decided to test a 1960 U. 8. Supreme Court

ruling that outlawed segregation in depot restaurants and
restrooms serving interstate passengers,

CORE had vrganized a bos teip In 1947 called the “Journey of
ation™ (o test a 1946 decision by the high court that ruled

segregated seating was unconstituiional. During the 1947 trip, an
interrucial gromp of 16 men and women spent two weeks traveling by bus
through four states in the Upper Soul
reccived the anly heating
wilh several furced to w
segregation laws.

rite participant,
eight of the riders scryed jail time
on a chain gang for bres 'illg.sl-uhe

Mo other tests followed until James Former, the CORE direcior and a
participant im the 1947 ride, called for a test of Southern complinace with
the 1960 ruling. “Our intention,™ as te provoke the
southern authorithes imto arresting ws amd therehy prod the Jostice
Department into cnforcing the aw of the land."”

The new test became a “Freedom Ri
required u naee that expressed ization’s determiration lo pul
sthe movement on wheels_.. 1o cut across stabe lines amd blkels the

position that we were enfitled to ad
where we hung our heat snd called

e in Farme timation. it

lace in the country, noe matter
; hecase il was our conmntry A

In early April 1961, the plansers ¢
i mmunities alon

Wiissiwdippi, ancd Li
weled i

Jeep Suulh compliamce

Who were the Riders?

In Atlanta, the Riders separated into two integrated groups to

board two nlii_ﬁ-rent buses; the seven who were on the Greyhound
bus destined for Anniston included;

Albert Bigelow, 55, white male from Connecticut (a retired naval officer,
architect, honsing administrator, and peace activisi)

Ed Blankenheim, 27, white male from Arizona (a carpenter and student at
the University of Arizons|

Genevieve Hughes, 28, white female, who lived in Washington, UG, (CORE
leld secretary)

Jimm_hlﬂhumn. 24, black male from New York Uity (Folk singer smud
CORE q ist)

Mae Frances Mol ter. stuscdent sl
Wlorris Collepe)

Joseph Perkins, 27, black male from Chwenshare, Ky, (CORE field
SECTe

:, 24, hlack female fra

Hank Thomas, %, Meck mule from Elton, Flo. (shodeat ot Howard
University

i, Uibekivwinsd to the
munsger Roy Robinson, wed twa
ramia Highway Fatrol, Corpor
Seven other Riders boarded o
arrive i Andiistan an hoor later

vwrling and Harry Sims also boards
ilways b ' Aeeduled

T CORE plan |

seventh anniversa siom, oullawing segregnted schools,

rens baarded fwn hoses for




The Selection Process

CORE leadership solicited applicants for the Ride from outside

the organization as well as CORE veterans. They tried to
achieve a reasonably balanced mixture of black and white,
young and old, religious and secular. The only deliberate

imbalance was along gender lines; there were only two women
on Lthe first Ride,

Each applicant was asked for a recommendation from a teacher, pastor, or
co-worker and tv write an essay outlining his or ber commitment o

nonviolence and the strogghe for civil rights, Volunteers under the age of

iwenty-one also had to submit proof of parental permission.

Thirteen Freedom Riders, representing an expericnced and commiticd

band of activists, met in Washin
thon and training in nonviol

constitutional law, arrest proceduores

also included “int ins"" in which they experi { the
full range of ageEn v were knocked to the foor, had colfee
poured on them, shoved, spil on, and called racial epithets. By May 3, all of
the Riders were emotionally drained but bonded as Family.

w May 1 for three days of intensive
They were hriefed on
and the white South. Their training

O f\'l:l}' 4, 1961, the Riders recei

d lxst-miinuke insiroctions an st ling
wrrangements since a carefiol ses

arily reserves
an interracial pair of Kiders was (o sit in adjoining -
scattered throughout the e Kiders adhered to a stric L
cide — coats and ties for men, dresses and high beeds for women, All the
Riders were asked to represent the camse of soci slice openly and

behavior.

The Segregationists

The Alabama Knights of the Ku Klux Klan had known about
the Freedom Ride since mid-April and had detailed

imformation on the city-by-city Itinerary, thanks o FBI memos

forwarded to the Rirmingham Police Department. In a sevies of

seeret meetings in April and mid-May, the Kiansmen prepared a

“welenme” fur the Riders, Conspiring with Birmingham’s

uliri-segregationist commissioner of public safety, Fugens “Buoll™ Coanor,

the Klan was assured by Birmingham police sergeant Tom Cook, they

; i nutes in which they conld ‘*hent em, hbomb ‘em, maim,

rc every Klansman in the country that no one will be

arrested in Alabama for that 15 minutes.” Meanwhile, informants had

shared all this informution with the FRI, which simply waiched and

wailed For fear of revealing the identity of thelr informants,

Draring a meeting of the Alabama Klans board of divectors in Tuscalposs
om May 13, the plot te attack the “oniside agitators"” from CORE was
rutified. The plan called for an iubtial asssult in Annistan, fhe Riders® first
scheduled stop in Alabama, followed by a mop-op action in Birmingham.

The Ammiston klavern, bed by Kenneth Adams, did nod belomg to the
Alabuma Knights KKK confederathon bat they were mon: than huppy Lo
help oat with the weleoming porey. Adoms wos o melorioes racist, wlwo had
beaten hinck singer W ine Uode during a ormanes in Birmingham
wune of Lre conspl in Birmingham wrusted Adams” planning
onnar went Cook (o Annksten on Vay 12 ity ensore cvery thing
Conk wenl s lo Allanta to survey the bes

where the unsmspecting Freedom Riders were schediled fo depart
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Just befure this pleture of the Grevhanmd Bus Depot st 1031 Gorne helow
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Joe Postiglione almed his camers,
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nvmie G tell him the connd was “growing aglier by the minete,” and
skt for officers to be dispatebed. When they didn®t come, e ondered the
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The Ambush 1. P Y U s

Thie silence didn’t fast long. Anniston Klansman William Chaggrell and a
sereaming mob of ahout 50 white men sorrounded the bus. An 18-year-old
Flansman Boger Couch lay on the pavesneat in front of the bus (o blsck
any antempt to leave, Couch later told the FRI he soffered “San epileptic fit.”
'he moh, carrying metal pipes, dubs, and chains milled aronmnd
mwnncingly, some screambng “Tirty Comuonists” and “Srig Heil

e Al b a2 e b
bl i1, The s 7 e

v s irpund 1515
Anniston police areied oo sl iy ol

. EVETL (lspugh they werd nub-r:d

amiped {he damse
o fl"fwu withont warming, 1fficrs cleared o

il mnct mathused for the buee 1o exil.

Pursuit 125 2. - 81 gus

Heading to Birmingham, the battered bus turned south on _
Gurnee from the station and west on 10th St. while men Hus fear el s rec o Ceraes & Hith 4
rushed to their cars to follow. Police escorled the bus to
the city limits where they turned back, leaving the bus and
its passengers to their Cale,

A long Tine of cars and pick-up trucks had followed the
police escort, waiting for their chance. As the bus traveled
wut Hwy. 202, two of the ears raced around the front of the
bus and slowed 1o a crawl, forcing the bus driver to slow
as well. The two slashed tires slowly deflated . and the
driver had to pull over at Forsyth & Sons Grocery, six
miles outside Anniston.

ARILS I BT phasograpter oo Poatglisns ssygod e gl of
the bio ccireled i ped) and Ins P




Tfﬂppﬁd (535 PN 255 i)

Fresdom Riders Ed Blankenheim

After examining the tires. the driver made

a futile effort to call around to find
replacements (note smashed window
ahve Tnis head ),

(beft} and Joe Perkins followed their
training, not making eye confact or
deliberaiely provoking confirontation.
Highway patrol agent Cowling is
SEET ERITE, WILH jiist cieaEs e G
retrieve his revolver from the
hagzage compartment before the
wolr surrounded the bus, Windows
were smashed and the bus rocked in
an attempt to turn il ever. For twenty
minuies, the angry mob peunded o
the bus, demandimg (bt the Frovdom
Riders come oul o take what was
condng to them.

@
.

Horror and Disbelief .55,.. 1.1,.

The violence reached a crescendo when a
Haming bundle of rags was thrown into one of
the broken windows. Within seconds, the

bundle exploded, sending dark gray smoke
throughout the bus,

Three of the Riders found open windows,
dropping 1o the ground and stagpering across
the street, where neighbors took the two white
women Lo the hospital, The others were
trapped inside ns some of the mob pressed
apaimsd the door screaming “burn them alive,”
1t was only an exploding fuel tank tlust foreed
The mob's retreat.

Agent Cowling then pried open the door
and the choking passengers escaped.
Hank Thomas, the first Rider to exit,

was struck in the head with a basehall
bat. He fell to the ground as the rest of
thi: Riders spilled out.

A few of the neighbors stepped Forsward
to offer assistance. including 12-year-old
Jamie Forsyth, who lived with ber family
next door to their store. She supplied the
victims with water, filling and refilling a
five-gallon bucket.




T'he Burning Bus

While the Riders awaited
rescue, the bus continued to
burn. The Anniston Fire
Department extinguished the
flames and administered
txyEen. A stale trooper called A
an ambulance, but [t took : r_,,
Cowling te frrce the driver to -
carvry the injured black Riders
as well as the white to
Anniston Memorial Hospital.

The Greyvhound bus, itself, was towed fo
Birmingham for evidence collection. Thus far, no

one knows what happened to it after that;
replicas are all that exist.

-

Once there, all of the injured were treated at the urging of an FBI
agent on the scene, In the meantime, the crowd outside the hospital
grew larger and more menacing, with some Klansmen threatening
to burn the building to the ground. At that, the superintendent
ordered the Riders to leave as soon as possible but there was no one,
local police or state troopers, willing to provide transportation.
Joe Perkins put in a frantic call to Rev, Fred Shuttlesworth in
Birmingham, who recruited deacons to drive eight cars over to
Anniston. With the police holding back a jeering crowd outside the
hospital, and the deacons openly displaying weapons, the Riders
piled into the cars. As evening fell, the convoy sped back to
Birmingham with the stunned Riders wondering what had
happened to their friends on the Trailways bus. (See Site #2)




Escape

Following the two attacks in Anniston (Grevhound and Trailways),
the Freedom Riders on each hus were reunited Sunday evening at
Rev. Shuttlesworth’s Bethel Baptist Church parsonage. They slept
there or at the homes of volunteers. When Monday dawned, the
Riders voted to complete the Ride and went to the bus station, only
to encounter bus drivers who refused to drive them. Following
phone calls all day between Shuttlesworth, Attorney General
Robert Kennedy, and Gov. John Patterson’s office, it became clear

the Ride could not safely continue because no law enforcement in
the state would provide safe passage.

The Riders then were forced to leave by air that evening. When
they arrived at the airport, they found a mob outside and taunts
from police and passengers inside; airport staft refused them food.
After several bomb threats delayed their departure,
Robert Kennedy's special representative John Siegenthdnlur
arrived from Washington and took control of the situation. The
plane carrying the Riders finally lifted off the runway at 10:38
pm. and landed in New Orleans an hour later.

The Ride appeared to be over.

Triumph

—_—— TR

Hltlhlllﬂuiﬂl"iud.'lh television
coverage of what had happened galvankzed lhﬂhn:ﬁh
Student Mavement, which nirendy had mm,
challenging segregationis practices ihrough hunch coumter
sit-In, stand-ins, and other acts of manvislent reslstanee

Eighi black and tw
coatimue the Ride i white college students, none over 23, vobuntered i

Immedintely on May 17, Thelr actions snd the biristal

! 0 sters, rafrlais, professors, ariios,
SeCPEtaries, murses, longshoremen, and day lnlmm'-- ack mmd white
male and fmule, young and old, While subsequent Biders npuﬁmﬁl.
nwn‘ u_r.-rnm and MM wery jalled in the notorkoas P-m Prisen in
Mississippl, ihe Rides succseded i ways, both practical and .
inipdrativnal, thit no one could ave p-n:dhrd.

Historian Ray Arsemault writes: “Within six mosths of the firsi Ride,
truvelers of all races were sitting side by side on buses snd trains all
Seros the fiativn withot fear of arrest. the WHITE and COLORED
sigmes that had blighted the walls of Serthern bus i Lrain sistions [nr
decades were gone. ... The most important and lasting cilrsiguence = the
var that confirmed the Rides® status a5 & pivotal momend in American
history — wus g reviolutionary change In the charmcter of citizen
potities. .. they, more than amy ather activists of their day, foreshadowed
|I_1r Erassronts “rights revolution™ thiat would transfaem Amberican
citizenship over the next four decades.”

“Never dowdi thal @ vmall gragp of thowghiful,
cammitted citisens cam chonge the world,
Indexd, it is tve oviy thing ti ever has,”

Wamgared Mrsd, pathes wd snihrepalogia

Fallwaimg 5 misirial, five
ol st six meen indicied
v the bus burning pled
el mere sewieneed
r prabalion
lerms by Federal Distriet
Coort Judge Hobart
irvoms, He allowed u
shcih to serve time
concarrent with o
serdence for burglary.




The Photograph

The most famous photograph of the Freedom Rides and one of ihe
miast ieonle of the Chil Rights movement was tuken by a freelance
photographer for The Anniston Star, Joe Paostiglione, called
“Little Joe* by his friends, was tipped off by the Grevhound hus
stotion manager on the evening of May 13, 1961 that something
was brewing for the next day.

g Defure & o' clock and

He arrived ai the bus station corly il
wlnmsman why he had a

walted around, When he was a
tamera, he

ly improvised: “Hell, don't ask me. Ask Ken. Yoo all sent
1 ensured Postlalions

(e
ulions ws he clicked away,

run o the Sar the next day and afierws
v by other news organizations
srnatianal nfrape. Without the wid OVEFagE
Prstigliones photogrophs helped ignite, his nunlt saye the
maral drama of the 1961 Freedom Rides might never have veached Uhe

broad audicnee nevessary (o frce chanpge.

Twar days lal
identifving peopl
her.
nger children

in effigy lan rally on

the Family left the area — never to refurn.

died in Kentucky in 1995, The photos disappeared Trom (e
: s, 4nd no one knows what happen: i
the photdos canve to lizht in 2008 when o lecal law
the attackers found the in files they were sorting Fr destrnction
firm, ! & Allen donated their eopies to the

Blrmingham Civil Rights Institute.

The Photographer

Joe Postiglione

50 Years Later
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Sriginal Freoden Ridde, 5 ““.b P vy rorracing the raate ptin
e e ArTived i Anniston, T © Student Froedoy
Int'lnhr.u‘;clr:‘: "P -’.hlr'r“;-i ki Orpanized by W GRHPagsion ' =
& Fublic rosdengtin I 4 : :
: it P LT FL The goal wss i
:I:::::m?-: rY Frecdom Rider hich aired May 16, !“;II"‘::::'W“-E
e I;Ih.!l-peril.-llt.'\l:. Dhuring IregEam ul the Whrary 1o open an
) .'Il!-fhurl'l“ftﬂ Phuios, orig Freedom Rider Hank Thumas
ol vne of the e I kers, Richurd o
o s . wach, wet gl
l.“l'l'lhl"-.:ll-".d-- Hu.h.ud_upulu;; o | s fathers acts of vinlence. The
Program ended with a roomigl of people; black, white, Hi P
an and Mative American singing “We Shall Gvercame ™
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| was looking forward to this site more than Chickamauga since it involved the
1812 Indian Warrs instead of the Civil War. But alas, maybe next time....after
dinner. Wink Wink

It was a great 2.5 hr drive from Russell Cave to Anniston. Just perfect for the Brewer Game.
L1 SiriusXM came with the RV, 3 months worth, almost free. Still $15 just to activate. So | listen to the
Brewers, Badgers and Packers when they are on.

Speaking of the radio. When | was in North Carolina and The Great Smokeys | listened to
Bluegrass. Once | passed into Tennessee | turned on the Elvis channel.

On to Vicksburg tomorrow.




