In Search

Hello to Family & Friends

| left the WalMart in Parker and headed south to Boston.
Wait...What? Good Grief Charlie Brown, some juvenile delinquent
changed the “P” to a “B”. | mean Poston. A little levity since my
next stop is a little somber and remains a blemish on our American
history.

In 1942, as war with Japan escalated, President Roosevelt became
worried that Japanese Americans living in the USA could be a
threat to the security of this country. He created the WRA, War
Relocation Authority. The WRA was in charge of rounding up
Japanese living here in the US, whether they were US citizens or not,
and placing them in internment camps on Indian reservations
throughout the west.

The CRIT, Colorado River Indian Tribes, agreed to host one of these
internment camps. The facility was named after Charles Poston, an
engineer who designed much of the irrigation in the area.

In April of 1942, 120,000 people of Japanese descent were rounded
up, being allowed to take only what they could carry in their arms,
and shipped to 11 different internment camps throughout the
western United States. 17,867 landed here in Poston.

There were schools, athletics, internees were paid for their labor,
but it is still a miscarriage of major proportions.

That is the gist of the story. It is outlined in much more detail in the
plaques below if your interest is pigued. The memorial contains 12
plaques relating the history of Japanese internment here in the US.
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Weather
Great today. 60’s and sunny

Eldorado

By Edgar Allen Poe

Gaily bedight,
A gallant knight,

In sunshine and in shadow,
Had journeyed long,
Singing a song,

In search of Eldorado.

But he grew old—

This knight so bold—
And o’er his heart a shadow—
Fell as he found
No spot of ground
That looked like Eldorado.

And, as his strength
Failed him at length,

He met a pilgrim shadow—
‘Shadow,’ said he,
‘Where can it be—

This land of Eldorado?’

‘Over the Mountains
Of the Moon,
Down the Valley of the Shadow,
Ride, boldly ride,’
The shade replied,—
‘If you seek for Eldorado!’
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FOSTON MEMORIAL MONUMENT DURING
1992. THE YOLUNTEERS FROM SACRAMENTO,
CALIFORNIA ENDURED THE AUGUST SUN AMD
HEAT FOR MORE THAN 3 WEEKS
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SITH JAPAN. THE FEDERAL TUVERNMENT BUILT SEVERAL

JAPANESE-INTERNMENT CAMPS 'ON RESERVATIONS CHILDREN
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THE FIRST TO ADAFT TO THE ROUTINE OF CAMP LIFE
THEY FOUND NUMEROUS FLAYMATES, BUT THEY
LACKED TOYS ARD PLAYTHINGS AS INTERNEES WEKE
LINTTED TO ONLY THE ESSENTIALS THAT THEY COULD
CARRY. CREATIVE PARENTS, FELATIVES AND FRIENDS
RELIED ON THEIR IMAGINATION TO MAKE FLAYTHIRGS
FROM SCRAP LUMEER, RUCKS, TREES, BRANCHES,
SHELLS AND OTHER AND AVAILABLE MATERIALS,

TRIBUTE

22,532 AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTHY

SERVED IN THE US ARMED FORCES BETWEEN

JULY 1, 1940 AND JUNE 30, 15945

MORE THAN 1200 MEN AND WOMEN SERVED

FROM POSTON. 117 CASUALTIES WERE REPURTED TO
POSTON INCLUDING 25 MEN WHO CAVE THEIR LIVES
FOR THEIR COUNTEY AMD THE PRINCIPLES OF
DEMOCEACY. IN 1944 PFC FEANE OSHITA VISITS HIS
FAMILY BEFORE DEPARTING FOR THE EURDPEAN
THEATER WITH THE 448D RECIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
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SCHOOLS

{N OCTOBER OF 1942, 5,300 CHILDREN FROM RURSERY SCHOOL !

THROUGH HICH SCHOOL WERE ENROLLED, THE FIRST SCHOOL WATER

CLASSES WERE HELD IN BARRACKS IN A REGULAR BLOCK SET AN IRRIGATION CANAL WAS BUILT WHICH RAN
ASIDE AS A SCHOOL SITE. EVACUEES MADE ADOEE BRICKS FOR THROUGH POSTON CAMP 1, [1 AND (I}
A MORE PERMANENT CAMPUS WHICH WAS COMPLETED (1% 1943 TRANSPFORTING WATER FOR ACRICULTURAL

POSTON CAMP I, (I AND [l EACH HAD AN ELEMENTARY AND CROPS. THIS CANAL FROVIDED AN IDEAL
HIGH SCHOOR WHICH PROVIDED ACADEMIC ARD ATHVETIC CONDITION TO CONSTRUCT A "SWIMMING
RIVALRY ANTY COMPETITION. HOLE™. THIS FACILITY WAS BUILT WITH
COTTONWOOD. LOCS GATHERED FROM THE

NEARBY COLORADGO RIVER WHICH PROVIDED

A FLACE FOR RECHEATION AS WELL AS RELIEF

FROM THE HOY SUMMER SUN AND HEAT

HEM WATER WAS RROUCHT TO POSTON IN
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The lip on the top of the memorial
prevents water from staining the sides.

Below is, | think, the only remains
of the Internment camp Poston
Camp | - the outside....




| did not just ‘run across’ this
memorial, | went out of my
way to get there. | had read
about the Japanese
internment years ago and
when | saw there was a
memorial near my route, |
knew | had to pay it a visit..
I’'m glad | did and that |
could share it with you.

...the inside

| As is often the case, out of adversity

comes opportunity. During the
internment, Charles Poston and the

Japanese Dbuilt many irrigation
.| ditches in order to grow crops for

eating. Those irrigation canals have
been expanded on and today, this
is the greenest part of the desert |
have ever seen. Field after field of

green and growing agriculture just

like those below.
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Back onto a happier note — The scenery is pretty nice.

After stopping for gas, 14.2 MPG, |
caught a glimpse of my first real
Saguaro Cactus. | had seen them in
photos and on TV, but this was a first.

| actually stopped at a campground
for the night. Unbelievably, only $30 a
night and right on Main St. in Quartzite.
| plugged in the laptop, Super power
pack, smaller power pack, the bike
W battery, the kindle, and two portable
| cell phone chargers. Good thing | have
B 6 USB ports and 6 regular outlets.
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ending at the Colorado River. In 1861 the Civil
War commenced, ending the day i

Corps. Hi Jolly returned to Quartzsi

hand at mining;, pa

the | s Mail”, and selling

rizsite Cemetery 1s named in Hi Jolly's h
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| think | related the story of the camel experiment, here in the desert southwest,
during my last trip in October. This is the guy that all the fuss is about.

| S e FO e R LT

THE H1 JOLLY MONUMENT

D ON THE |

®  THE FAMOUS CAMEL HERD WIiTH WHICH THE MAME OF HI JOLLY (5 °
LINKED COMSTITUTES AN INTERESTING SIDELIGHT OF ARIZONA HISTORY. ..
JEFFERSON DAVIS (AFTERWARD PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN COMFEDERACY)
A3 JECRETARY OF WAR AFPROVED & FLAN TO EXPERIMENT WITH CAMELS
FOR FREIGHTING AND COMMUNICATION [N THE AEID SOUTHWEST ... MAJOR
HENRY C WAYNE OF THE ILS AfMY AND LT 0.0 PORTER (LATER & DISTINGUISHED
ADMIEAL IN THE CIVIL WARKFWESITED THE LEVANT WITH THE STORESHIP
E!IPP}__T" AND PROCURRED 33 CAMELS WHICH WERE LANDED AT INDIANOLA
TEXAS FEERUARY 10 1856 41 WERE ADDED OM & SECOND VOYAGE

WITH THE FIRET E ME A5 CARETARER HAIIl ALl WHOSE ARABIC
NAMNE WAS PROMPTLY GED TO Wl J0OLLY BY THE S0LCIE

THIS NAME HE BECAME UM[VERSALLY KNOWN. KIS GREEN '7) NAME WAS
PHILIF: TECRD .. ON THE BEALE EXPEDITION IN-1B57 70 OFEN & WAGOH
ROAD ACRDSS ARIZONA FRON FORT DEFIANCE 70 CALIFOEMIA. THE CAMELS
UNDER HI JOLLYE CHARGE PROVED THEIR WORTH HWEVERTHELESS THE
WAK UEPARTMENT ABAKDONED THE EXPERIMENT AKD THE CAMELS WERE
LEFT ON THE ARIZOKA DESERT T0° SHIET FOR THEMSELNES. CHIEELY
ROAMING THIS PARTICULAK SECTION THEY SURVIVED FOR MANY YEARS
CREATING INTEREST AND E".II'EETEHEHT i DEFICIAELY THE CAMFL EXPERINENT

WAS A FAILURE ‘BUT BOTH L¥ BFALE AKD MAJDR WAYNE Wz
ENTHUSIASTIC (W PRAISC OF THE AWIMALS & FAIR TRIAL MiG
RESULTEDFIN.C F-LEIE;-._"'uttcE'.s-.s_
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Yup, that doorway is a little
low, barely 5°. Reminds you of
how short the population was
back in the 1860’s.
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Mr. arrett retired here to

Quartzite and filed his days
building these stone miniatures
of local buildings, ones from his
home in Washington State and
from where he was born in
North Carolina
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MARIQUITA
ASSAY OFFICE

THIS OFFICE WAS LOCATED AT THE
OLD MARIQUITA MINE

Once | plugged everything
in | hopped on the bike and
took off to sight see. First stop
was the Chamber of
Commerce for a map.
Naturally they close at 2:00,
about 30 minutes ago. So |
winged it. But | did get some
help from the docent at this
museum. She was very
knowledgeable regarding
Quartzite. All in all about 9
miles on the bike today.




This is what it looked like when

| had no idea a Saguaro it was alive.
Cactus had this kind of a
structure beneath its skin. | was
informed that it was mostly
cellulose. Who’d a thunk?




=55 Next stop was a very old tree

G oe
Olnoya tosota | ionwood |
ane 4040 years old N 35

Growth rings wore counted and toaled 67 rings perinch
Rings nor nch were mltiplied by th radus of the ree
Tree was dotedin 2009 using a cut imh

Across the street is the City Park. |
Very large with lots of facilities like a
baseball diamond, disc golf course,
dog park, skate park, RC dirt track
(that was cool), community center,
playground, horseshoe pits, dance
area, hiking, sport courts, and the
area to the right. Celia’s Rainbow
Garden. Celia died when she was
about 8 years old, not sure of the

cause, but her parents created this |
memorial to her memory. It has |
grown over the years to several
acres and there are hundreds of |
memorials in it. '




This is the pavilion her :

parents dedicated to
her. The handprints are

from her classmates.

On the way back to the
campground | saw this beauty. It
will be fun when | get to Saguaro
- | National Park. Probably be bored
of them by then.




It was a pretty busy day all-in-all. Lots of information, many things | had a desire to see,
history, scenery, greenery (certainly a shortage of that down here), and electricity.

| was surprised to find an empty campsite after the tale | told you yesterday. My neighbor
told me | had perfect timing (must be a first), the big crowds just left with the end of the
sports and RV show over the past 10 days. Just lucky | guess.

Since | could use the microwave | cooked up the leftover Outback ribs from last Thursday’s
goodbye dinner at Al & Deb’s. They were on the top shelf of the fridge for 6 days, right
under the freezer, so they were half frozen. A little dry but still good. Since | will be
boondocking again starting tomorrow, | just had to eat them all, % of a rack of ribs. I’'m
stuffed.

| think | have seen most of my list for Quartzite, maybe try a couple things tomorrow
morning before | hit the road. The next couple of days should be scenic as | hike into the
mountains and camp off the grid in the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge. Looking forward to
some peace and quiet.

Until the next one.......



