Search for Eldorado

A little before 9:00 this morning, the sun
came out. Yeah! It was sunny all day and hit
83 degrees.

Port Lavaca has a couple sights to see, the
first being the Half Moon Reef Lighthouse to
the left. At first | thought this is just what was
salvaged, normally lighthouses are tall, but
this is the entire lighthouse. It was 100% over
water on stilts and still 70 feet high.

It is now on the grounds of the visitor center —
closed due to Covid.
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structure. Children were not allowed, so when supplies were
brought out twice a year, or someone Vvisited, the children
would hide.
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| arrived at the museum
about 10 minutes early, so |
decided to walk over to the
courthouse. As | drove past
I'd noticed some info
plaques out front and
wanted to see if they were
interesting enough to show
you.

Two of them were. | was
surprised to find out that
Germans were captured on
American soil.

CALHOUN COUNTY PARTICIPAT J
DURING WORLD WAR II e

BEFORE WORLD WAR Il CALHOUN COUNTY WAS FRIMAR]

3k Y LR A : : LY
IJI::__\;ELL:LD IN FARMING, RANCHING AND COMMERCIAL SEAFCOD BUT
i 1qu J'_urT.ﬂ.CIC OM PEARL HARBOR, THE COUNTY BECAME A
é:.:u-.,h! .:'ul?n-_!.:'-'?m IM THE WAR EFFORT, IN MOVEMBER 1940, MUCH
4 ‘LHF COUNTY'S SHORELIME HAD BEEM COMNDEMMED FOR MILITARY
£ r'i .J_‘:-I:bl THE ﬁE_LILRAl GOVERMMENT TOOK OVER MATAGORDA
.U-anl._.nr\.p PROPERTY OWNERS WERE INSTRUCTED TO PACK UP ALL
BELOMGINGS AND LEAVE THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION WAS
REALIZED ON JUME 28, 1742 WHEN MEXICAN CARGO SHIPS WERE
UMK BY GERMAN U-BOATS WITHIN SIGHT OF PORT O'CONNOR, THE
.-.«15-__Tiu-.r ESTABLISHED A PROTECTIVE WATCH AREA AMD RESIDEMNTS
FATROLLED BEACHES. OME NIGHT & PATROL DISCOVERED GERMANS
COMING ASHORE ON MATAGORDA PEMINSULA AND TOOE THEM
PRISOMNER

THE ARMY INSTALLED A SURVEILLAMCE SYSTEM RETWEEN OCTORER
1940 AND JANUARY 1941 IN PORT O"CONMOR, PORT LAVACA AMD
CUVIA, CITIZEMNS WERE TRAIMNED TO IDENTIFY AMD REPORT AIRFLAMES
WITHIM VIEW. THE PORT LAVACA TCWER OBSERVED A MAM USING A
FISHING POLE TO PUT UP AN AMTEMMA; HE WAS TRAMSMITTING
IMFORMATION TO GERMAN U-BOATS IM THE GULF OF MEXICO, TURTLE
AMD MATAGORDA BAY PROVIDED SHORELIME FOR THE DIVISION OF
ARTILLERY TCr PRALCTICE AMND TRAIM.  THE UMITED STATES ARMY
SELECTED MEAREY CAMP HULEN AS THE BASE FOR AMTI-AIRCRAFT
ARTILLERY TRAINING. CAMP INDIAHOLA SERVED AS Ar ANTI
AIRCEAFT TARGET PRACTICE AREA THAT USED REMOTE CONTROL
DROMES CALLED RADIO AIRCRAFT TARGET SERYICE FOR PRACTICE. IN
1943, THE MATAGORDA ISLAND GUNMERY RAMNGE WAS BUILT THAT
SUPPORTED TRAINING FOR THE |SLAMND BOMBING RAMGE. CITIZENS
OF CALHOUN COUNTY BECAME A MAIOR PARTY TO THE NATIONAL
WAR EFFORT TG TRAIM SOLDIERS FOR OVERSEAS DEMOYMENT
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Yes, | know it's probably not normal procedure, and |
would like to think that it was my magnetic
personality, it was probably because | was the only
one in the place, but Vicki was with me through the
entire museum, giving me all sorts of information not
available on the placard next to whatever | was
looking at. My own personal docent. All my
guestions were answered on the spot. This made for
a wonderful museum experience.

As you can see, the La Salle shipwreck figures
prominently in this museum also, read the info below
to find out why.
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de ené Robert Cavelier, Steur de La Salle, established a
colony on the Texas Gulf Coast in 1685. Although his venture =%
ultimately failed, La Salle forever altered the balance of power: 1

museum to museum.
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Ce_ﬂasea" upon Christopher Columbus’ historic voyage of discovery in 1492 and the
subsequent conquest of Mexico by Cortez in 1521, Spain claimed much of North America. By
the 1540s, two separate Spanish expeditions into what is now the southern part of the United
States solidified that claim. However, because the expeditions failed to discover gold and silver S
mines, as they had in Mexico, the Spanish did little to settle the intenior of North America until
they felt threatened by a French intrusion led by La Salle in 1684.

French fishermen began making annual trips to Newfoundland in 1500. Quebec was founded
in 1608, and from there French fur traders worked west into the interior. Louis Joliet explored
the upper reaches of the Mississippi in 1672, and in 1682, La Salle ventured down the river to

discover its mouth and [ay claim to the vast region of its watershed, a land he named Louisiana.
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gu[f of Mexico coastﬁne ﬁ'om Florida to Vera sz Eecommg the first Q‘mepsz to a@t?m:

and map the Texas coastline. However, his report made no description and it is doubtful that ke
explored any of the interior of Texas. That task fell to Cabeza de Viaca and thiree companions,
who were shipwrecked in 1528, probably on Galveston Island. The four survivors wandered
through Texas before reaching a Spanish outpost in Mexico. Their tales of golden cities led
directly to the Coronado Expedition into Arizona, New Mexico and Texas in 1540-41.

®Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, immigrated to Canada in 1666, discovered the Ofio River,
and later explored the western Great Lakes before returning to canoe down the Mississippi in
1682. On April 7, 1682, he claimed all of the lands drained by the river for France and named
the territory Couisana in honor of King Louis XIV. .




These pots were featured in the documentary |
watched at City By The Sea, so it was neat to
see one of them in person. There were several
other artifacts, but none | found as interesting as
this one.

Below - Gee, look what | found again. This is a || SMALL COOKING POT, French, 17% century
very nice handmade model. This is where Vicki [ s
told me about the 5 children.

The brass cooking pot was found as part of a box found in
ihe starboard side of the main hold. The box contained
sevoeral [tems, Including candlesticks, a colander, three

kettles, and a ladle.

coda barrle 15 @ (.
alfnwed for the wir

T
; Y F G losurs. The round
i Il 1 __I" I.",.5"!‘“-5.5.[:ru-.'.h'.\l']ll.'l
! ! ' —r hattle assa and erl
{1 [ - wan loid o 1Ew side
E ey vl woaild ol
Loatenbs o Jomest 2an

avannrate This bottie
flattaned area o0 the |

L
: -l | 5 ' LIJ .n."l I B 9 sl It 1o st upnght
M M — i i B } ¥ 7 Danared b fnds dhamm
Rl [ LR

bfineralfSoda Bottle

Concz 18705, thin uriginly shaped hartle was
geckgned with presecsation in mind s
tompeda shape was intended to e the
haktle layvng on ik side o5 s that the sork Toh
WOl far dey ok, FalEng preseres the
cartens of i Lebtie The cortants of 1o
beattie wias an early fonm ol vana a8 rangral
warnr

Zonwrlrd dny Tomm ¢ SEelimon

s e I'JE@ !_fj E_!’




Location:
Date builk:
First lit:
Height:
Material:
Lens

Lamp:
Mechanism;

Distinction:

Original Paint:
Attendants;

Histary:

This

different

lens is from a
lighthouse.
Note that it is almost 8

feet high.

MATAGORDA ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE

West Side of Pass Cavallo on Matagorda Island

1852

MNew Year's Eve, 1852

79 feet

Cast iron lower

Third Order Fresnel Lens

Whale ail was used then acetylene then electricity

The revolving, flashing light was powered with clock-like
counterbalanced weights. The weight was cranked up to
make the light rotate and had to be reset approximately
every 6 hours.

First lighthouse to be completed and go into service in
Calhoun County

Red, black and white horizontal stripes

The first lighthouse keeper was Capt, James Commings
and the last was Arthur Barr who retired in 1966

The original light was extinguished by the Confederate
Army during the Civil War. The tower was damaged and
the lighting apparatus was buried in the sand near the
tower. It came back into service in 1867 with a fourth order
lens on a temporary tower. The present lighthouse is
located approximately one and one-half to two miles
further inland from the original site. It was built on a black
iron tower with a third order Fresnel lens. Its light began
to shine again on September 1, 1873. This lens was
removed by the Coast Guard and is now on display at this

museinm.

They had the best display so far on the Karankawa Indians, They disappeared sometime in
the early 1800’s. In 1840 only about 100 Karankawa were left. On the eve of the Civil War in
1860 the Karankawa had completely disappeared. The only evidence that they ever existed
comes from early accounts of explorers and settlers, plus the artifacts that have been

excavated at their campsites.
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I’'m not sure if | mentioned Indianola in an earlier
newsletter or not. Maybe | just remember my
research, but in the 1870’'s, Indianola was in the
process of rivaling Galveston as the biggest port in
Texas. Then they were hit by a devastating
hurricane. They were able to rebuild when, a few
years later, they were hit by another. A fifteen foot
surge inundated the town. All that remains now are
some foundations visible at low tide.

A couple of ladies side saddles. Vicki opined
that women were the best horsemen. Having
been married at one time, | made no comment.

CARF SHAPFED VASE, undated

Caught, by Harry Ray Carpenter, with o rod and
rewel in Powderhorn Lake, ca. 19ua4-95. Possibly
went into the lake during one of the hurricanes in
this area.

Donated by Mrs. Sharon Carpenter Buhris

Right. Like anyone would
believe that fish story.




In the next few days | will visit the actual site of
Fort St Louis, so | won't say anything about it
here.

| thanked Vicki for the personal tour and hit the
road for Victoria.

Quite a haul from the Victoria
Visitor Center — Brochures,
stickers, a coozie, pocket

| sanitizer, a pen, lip balm, Texas

refrigerator magnets, and a T-
shirt. | had already planned to
spend a couple days here as
there is a lot to see.

As | ate lunch | planned my
route for the Old Victoria Driving
Tour, only my version is the Old
Victoria Biking Tour. They have
about 80 houses/buildings that
are historically significant either
to Victoria or are just nice to
look at.

Since I'm riding the bike | will do
the tour in reverse order, that
way | am mostly on the opposite
side of the street, offering a
better photo opportunity.




As | passed the first few homes | came to realize this was not quite like my architectural biking tour
of Coronado Island in San Diego, or my biking tour of stars homes in Palm Springs. These are
homes in a much smaller community. For that reason (and lack of time, and | don’t want to REALLY
bore anyone) | am going to bunch them together. If there is something I like | will elaborate.

Hauschild Opera House
| 1893/94

Julia Teal Murphy House |-
1899 '

Robert Hughes Welder House 1916. | had a hard
44 time finding this one in the tour guide since it has
¥ been remodeled since that photo was taken. The
t:1 upper porch roof used to be on the first floor level,
e| over the front entry.

Edward Power House 1894 — |
His daughter Helen (one of five)
married Robert Hughes Welder
from the house above in 1912. |
Divorced in 1921.




one is now a small business, but | think it
has the best landscaping.
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D H Regan House — 1883 -
One of several houses
dismantled and moved from
Indianola  after the 1875
hurricane.

Hmmm, this one’s not in the tour
{ guide. | guess | thought it looked
interesting.

R
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B F Williams House —
19009.




Jules C Leffland House — 1900

Leffland was an architect who
designed many of the homes on the
tour. This one he designed for
himself.

Webster Chapel — 1889
This church was founded for the newly freed
slaves after the Civil War. Huh? Newly freed in |
18897 | thought slaves were freed about 25
years earlier.

Palestine Baptist Church — This church was built in
|1 1953, but the congregation was founded here in 1869.

Frank Alonzo House - 1908




{ Max Bettin House — 1908
E%| Russian  emigrant, grocer,
Jewish services were held

John Sigmund House — 1902
Carpenter. Built it himself and it is still in
the family. This is one of the better
ones.

O’Connor Proctor Building
1895

Mitchell School — 1901
Originally had three floors but a fire in
1921 partially destroyed the third floor. It
was partially restored but another fire in
1935 again destroyed the third floor. It's
in pretty rough shape today.




George Edwin Jordan House
1885

This one was not in the tour guide so | had to look it up on
the net. The link is a very good article from the
newspaper. It's kind of a sad story if you're interested.

https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/business/the-john-
james-welder-mansion/article 1482af33-d3ff-5a50-a656-
b4c7538dff97.html

| think you might have to copy and paste this one, it's [E8
pretty long.



https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/business/the-john

| Memorial Square — Set aside tor burial
grounds, prior to May 9™ 1846, many
| bodies were buried in home yards as
was the custom. An 1846 law was
passed requiring burial in public grounds
or be fined $25. The space was soon
“ overflowing and land for a new cemetery
| was purchased. Identified remains were
moved; however over 230 individuals are
still interred here in unmarked graves.

Abraham Levytansky House — 1898
A polish emigrant and jeweler, his
stock was the finest in the area.

| can't find this one in the tour
guide, but it looks pretty nice.

Proctor-Austin-Vandenberge House
1893
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Not in the tour guide, but | think
it should be. It takes up a whole
city block.

Another one | can’t find. You can't
8 see the for sale sign, but they are
| asking $650,000.00

John Donaldson House — 1937
| am disappointed this photo turned s
out so poorly. This is a rare stone |

house for Victoria.




Joe and Ella Mae Pickering House
Unknown

Victoria County Courthouse — 1892
Worth a larger photo

- i

“1 DelLeon Plaza — Part of the original city plan from the 1840’s as a gathering place with a well. Renamed

in 1941 for the city founder.
Bandstand — 1885 at another location then moved here in 1923. In 2003 Hurricane Claudette destroyed

the original bandstand and a new, slightly larger version, was built on the same site.




J D Mitchell House — 1893

Among other accomplishments, he was one of
the founders of the local public school system,
Mitchell School earlier is named after him.

——

This is a twofer. From the steeples on the left to the right is the Old Nazareth
Academy- 1904 — Built to house the convent school of the Sisters of the
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament. Isn’t that a mouthful. The design is
called Alsatian.

Under the steeples to the left is St Mary’s Catholic Church — 1904 — Built on
the site of Victoria’s first church.




| thought it would be easier to include these
items at the end rather than mess up the
four houses per page pace | was on.

The signs below are called Victoria’s Trail
Through Time. The info on them was just
too much to include from all 12 boards, not
to mention | could only find five of the seven
that are in the downtown area.
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In 1902, the building was completed
and named Central High School.
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Michol wal Bee 8 lormer

Note how you can see what the third floor used
to look like before the fires.
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When Narbn De Leon was granted his Empresano contract in 1624
it EnSEENGOE Hat thiv't Wkt MUCH Wik 5 e done. Far may phars,
e et the grounchwork thal wiss recessary 1o attain his kand grant
on e Guadalupe River. In Tw mast basic terms, Fe was 3 nd agent
far Tok Mestinn Govemmmant, Brikad with seffing Lumilied in the aina
and ol cut property in his colany.

Custhvating relasiorehips and forging aliances was as important 1o
De Lioor &3 8 i o, La Gl e of Dbt Aevigen — The St of Ten
Friends - purys homage o & cades of influenitial figures of e day.

The strmet itself was: a product of Spanich Coionial law, ating back 1o
the 1500°5, A Cobambng Etabished Spanesh cliems o the New
Worid, impecial Spain saow e need for undomy of colonizaion witn
i et berrorles. & precursor f moderm wehan planning stadands,
the Laws of e Inches st forth nies for coloniers. Topics much a8
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mandated

Victoria's hisioes; downtown ovees it grid system of strests, and
B placement of landmarks, such 53 D Leon Plaza and the Vickera
Courtty Couthouse, 1 colnial B, Aong these holdovers iom
coionial Vicloria b Main Streel. Criginal research on the topic hae
nevraded who e . “Ten Friends™ were, Additionalty, we know the
Tramiés o The thirkeen original stieets. Calle Libertad, Calle Empesane,
and La Calle de Jok Die: Amigos, are three of Mhose names The
nemiining stivet names e Bse of B ~Ten Friends.”
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So that's it for another day. | have a couple more things to see here tomorrow, including the
museum, one of the seven sharing the La Belle memorabilia.

The weather is supposed to go back to not good the next couple of days, the reason | did the bike
ride tour today. | put on about 6-7 miles.

One of the big things down here is the Coastal Texas BBQ Trail. | have a recommendation from
the visitor center lady. Sounds like a good place to spend Sunday afternoon with the Packer
Game.

| stopped for water at the city RV park and then drove a few miles to Sam’s Club for the night. Near
me is another RV. He is 64 and a full-timer for the past 7 years. His rig is only a little larger than
mine.

There is another guy here from lowa. He’s been driving down here for 21 years to escape the lowa

winters from January through March. He sleeps in his car every night. Yeah, | can’t believe it
either.

Until next time.....



