Link to the Eldorado Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VczD1olutQ8

JOSH /A TREE
NATIO AL PARK

Hello to Family & Friends

| left the Fantasy Springs Casino in Indio this morning, with the
need to get some more food, since | might be In Joshua Tree
for a few days. Then | found gas for $3.57 as compared to
$3.85 at all the other stations. So even though it was only 7.8
gallons, I filled up.

Don’t mind the GPS cord in the photo above. | saw no reason
to really stop, especially with two other cars already pulled
over, so | just snapped this one as | drove by.

Below is an old friend of Morgan’s and mine from Big Bend
National Park, the Ocotillo Cactus. We saw a lot of them down
there.

Day 18
Monday,

January 20th

Back to
Joshua Tree
National Park

Weather
50’s to 60’s and cloudy

In Search of
Eldorado

By Edgar Allen Poe

Gaily bedight,
A gallant knight,

In sunshine and in shadow,
Had journeyed long,
Singing a song,

In search of Eldorado.

But he grew old—

This knight so bold—
And o’er his heart a shadow—
Fell as he found
No spot of ground
That looked like Eldorado.

And, as his strength
Failed him at length,

He met a pilgrim shadow—
‘Shadow,’ said he,
‘Where can it be—

This land of Eldorado?’

‘Over the Mountains
Of the Moon,
Down the Valley of the Shadow,
Ride, boldly ride,’
The shade replied,—
‘If you seek for Eldorado!”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VczD1olutQ8

There are a lot of plagues in Joshua
Tree, but a lot of good scenery also.
First hike was a The Y4 mile Bajada
Nature Trail

BAJADA TRAIL

A bajada. or slope at a mountain’s base is formed
of eroded sand and gravel. More moisture is
trapped and available to plants in a coarse, well
drained soil. Plant growth begins earlier in the
warmer soil of this south facing bajada, which
allows a greater variety of plants to grow here
than nnth&h@ﬁdﬂﬂrﬂss the valley.
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The creosote (Larrea tridentata) is the most
common plant of the hot, dry deserts. Many
animals live in and around the creosote, despite
repellent oil and resins that discourage browsing.
Look for insects, lizards, and the round brown
galls of midge larvae, Rodent burrows among
the roots aerate the soil, which helps water
drainage.
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BRITTLEBUSH

Brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) is a good indicator
of water conditions. The leaves are large and
green during the wetter times. When tempera-
tures climb and soil moisture drops, the leaves
hecome gray and brittle. Dense white hairs on
‘he leaves help reflect sunlight. Brittlebush
srovides a winter food source for bighorn sheep.
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Colorado Desert

. The Colorado Desert, a sub-region of the vast
Sonoran Desert, is a sand and rock desert of broad
plains interrupted by mountains of igneous rocks.
The plants you see here are representative of the
Colorado Desert; the Colorado and the Mojave are
the two desert ecosystems found in Joshua Tree
National Park.

The Colorado is-a low desert, hotter and dryer than
‘the nearby Mojave. Colorado Desert vegetation

is more diverse than the Mojave’s, but large cacti
typical of the Sonoran Desert are noticeably missing.
Creosote bush and bursage dominate the desert
flats; mesquite, palo verde, smoke tree, desert willow,
and ironwood occupy broad sandy washes; ocotillo,
brittlebush, and various cacti secure the rocky slopes.

i’alma de Ia Malm de Dms—_the |
hﬁllt)w of Ged hand-is the endearmg;
Sfpamsh name gwen to this desert |

~_Tegion prior to explorer William P.
- ‘Blake’s 1853 naming of the desert after-

the Colorada Rlver
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When | drove through here last Thursday, | noticed a lot of pull-offs that
said ‘EXHIBIT’, and there would be a plaque with info about something
or other. | bypassed them all, telling myself | would stop at every one on
my way back through. It was ok for awhile, then, even | got a little tired
of pulling over.




In MY conventional way (which is doing things UNconventionally), when | saw the
parking lot for the Cottonwood Springs Hike was full and there were another 20 cars
parked on the shoulders of the road, | joined them but started the Mastodon Mine
Hike clockwise instead of counterclockwise which visited the spring first then
continued on to Mastodon Mine. I'm glad | did. Everyone was coming from the other
direction. It also turned out that | hit all the steps on the way down instead of the way
up. When | passed a young lady and informed her of this fact, she said “Oh, | wish
you wouldn’t have told me that.” Maybe I'm just a mean old man.

o= | The first cloudy day since I've
g% been out here.
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4 Nice view from up here. Believe |
it or not, and it's hard to see in &8

| the picture, but that is the Salton

| Sea off in the distance. 30 miles |__
away and 3626 feet lower in
elevation.

Mi:‘ling in the desert was a challenging propesition due in large part to the heat, scarcc water, and lack
of wood for building supplies, However, many hardy souls took on the challenge. Mastodon Mine
is one of approximately 300 mines that were developed within the present-
day boundary of Joshua Tree National Park. Records indicate the mine was
cstablished in the 1930s and worked on and off by the Hulsey family for
decades. Originally, the ore was assaved at $744 a ton. However, faulling
hadl severed the main vein, and it could not be relocated. Like many
of the area mines, Mastodon Mine never lived up o the dream of
“striking it rich.”

‘DANGER!
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The mlneshaft is not open. | stuck my camera through
the protective grating.

loshia Tree

Mine Cloéed

Due 1o urdate canditians, manes in the park are doped.
Enterirg m may resilt in death or bodily ingung
Wickators veill b Timed,
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likely, people would start tossing coins into it.

Those palm trees are 50 feet tall. You can’t actually see the
spring, access is denied. Probably a good thing because, most




BEDROCK MORTARS

bout 15 feet to the south lie two pieces of

granite bedrocl. Both rocks contain deep
mortar holes created over time as Cahuilla
Indians pounded mesquite and other seeds
into flour. Take a look at the holes; imagine
the time it took to make the holes so deep.
Crenerations of Cahuilla woman spent weels
here each vear ensuring that their family and il s
community had foad to last them through the w!:;
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-"'-refreshmg place. Thé Indians camped here fo
. enturies, as stone mortars and artifacts fuund
the site attest. With greater water needs, miners
made the greatest change to the Iand Thev bml
. anarrastra (a drag-stone mill for ¢rashingore), '
.constructed roads for hauhng ore and supplies;”
and piped water to nearby mines. From 1870 to .
_1910 their presence dominated. Take the short walk
/. to the palms or consider hiking farther to discover
£ other clues-to mining and hnmesteadmg near

 Cottofiwood Spring.




This is Smoke Tree Wash.
Not sure how all these
washes get named. Just
up the road is Fried Liver
Wash. An internet search
reveals only questions and
surmises such as, Look
where we are, must be
Fried Liver for dinner
tonight. OR, someone shot
a big horn sheep and fried
its liver for a snack.

It is this subsurface moisture that sustains
the trees and shrubs that grow here. Plants

- like smoke tree, desert willow, ironwood, and
palo verde drink long and slowly from the
wash’s stored groundwater. The underground

A Desert Wash

Seen from above, the wash is a river of sand in the
midst of a gray-brown desert flat. When heavy
downpours strike the desert, you don’t want to be
standing here. The rainwater rushes downslope
into a network of rocky canyons that quickly
dump their loads into the flat channel of the
wash. A rampaging tide of whitecapped, muddy
water roars through the wash, sweeping witlit
every poorly anchored thing in its path. Almost as
quickly as it came, the water subsides and soaks
deeply into the sandy sediment of the wash.

water enables the plants to thrive here.
Wildlife congregates’in these sandy strips,
taking advantage of the abundant food,
shade, and shelter.




| recent flash flood

Old Dale and Black Eagle Mine Roads

The Old Dale Road (to your left) leads to the Dale | The extensive mining
Mining District, outside the park. The Black Eagle operation ~where the
Mine Road (to your right) dead-ends at a barricade | Black Eagle Mine Road

. . = ends is the Eagle
just outside the park, beyond which is one of the Mountain town where
most extensive mining operations in the area. security kicked me out.

The chase for gold here began in the early 1880s.
Wagons and trucks bumped along these roads
carrying supplies and ore. The mining town of
Dale—more a mining camp, because it moved
with successive ore vein discoveries—supported
1,000 people in its heyday. Miners and thelir_
families lived amid the whir and roar of mining

machinery running day and night. Miners
dealt with isolation and scarcity of water; you
might too, if you choose to venture far along
these backcountry roads. Travelers should be
prepared, cautious, and_self_—sufﬁclen;k—szlwpn
may be a long time coming if you bre

or run short of water.




— On the Joshua Tree map is mentioned ‘The Transition Zone
— In this ecological melting pot, two great deserts, the
Mojave and Colorado blend together in a vibrant landscape
featuring plants and animals representative of both.” As I'm
driving north | can see the contrasting colors off in the
distance and take this for the dividing line between deserts.
There will be more on this later.

I
Joshua Tree National Park On my itinerary it says
‘Turkey Flats — Sand
was looking at my list
I ur e Flats and marking them on
the map, he said “Sand
dunes? | didn’t know we
extension of Pinto Mountain, composed of rock, | must be the rock, gravel
gravel, and sand—called alluvium-—that washed | and sand mentioned to
: , : the left. | skipped the
ns, s ) .
from the slopes and canyons, spreading gradually hike once | found out it

Dunes’ As the ranger
Turkey Flats is really not so flat. It is in fact a loose | 154 any sand dunes.” It
at the base of the mountain and over the basin. was 14 miles round trip.

|
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Cheoice Spots
i ocal folkiore holds that in the 1920s an eaterpiising
aoult:y farmer pelieved a turiey farm wouid work

nicely here—thus the name Turkey Flats. Lack of
water and distance from markets, however, proved

Hmmmm...seems | forgot to take a picture of the
rest of the story. Either that or something
gobbled it up. Heh Heh. Sorry.




This is the biggest Ocotillo | have
ever seen. It must be 20 feet tall.

'Garden

If the-plant bears any helpful or even innocent part in the
scheme of thi ga on z‘hn pfamr I should be glad to hear of it.

Ok, | was truly amazed here. The pic above is a
180 degree panoramic from east to west looking
north. Teddy Bear Cholla as far as the eye can
see.

It's a Y4 mile path through the garden and the

Cacti are everywhere. | could find no explanation
as to whv this area is so snecial for the Cholla.




A look at the internal structure
of a cacti. Below is looking
south.
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Sllver B ell Mlne The plague says ‘on the
; slopes to the south’. |

On the slopes to the south you can see the remains | could not see any tipples

of the Silver Bell Mine, with its tipples still standing.| on any of the slopes

These ore bins held and fed rock to a stamp battery | around me, but | could see

that crushed the ore into a sandy-watery pulp and the ore bins on the next

pushed it onto an amalgamation table where the page.

precious metals were extraeted. Though'the mine
operated some 40 years, ﬂwmshlp and del:n&-
about the mine’s riches are sketchy. Neverthblé ia ?
it was a versatile mine: gold in the 193@5{ ad III\.-

the 19405, and copper inthe 195055 . .«

h!

Prospectors began staking claims in this
desert region around 1865. Gold fever gave rise
to mine names like Fore Aces, Big Bozo Claim,
Lucky Turkey#2, and Hard Digging. Mining
reached its peak here by 191«? and tap"e.red uff

by the1960s. R
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1ere Tw
The faster the eye i

"‘éf':-'hr?i-r-pn"c- Catifornia Desert 4 World

Read on to see how | was
earlier mistaken about the
transition line between
deserts

The Mojave Desert stretches east
of the mountains flanking Los
Angeles, on through southern
Nevada, and touches the extreme
southwestern corner of Utah.

' The Colorado E:}esert, a

subdivision of the Sonoran

Desert, extends west of the

southern Colorado River into

the Coachella Valley near Paim .

Springs, then tapers south s

through Baja California, Ig{_iemﬁ;?.
|




: representatwe planta of one desert or l:he
beginning to dominate. The desert lines biur hem,-:
but travel on, you’ll recognize the shift. Youlll be

in the higher, cooler Mojave Desert; marked by tﬁe

Or youw'll be in the- ]Gwér,
Desert, dominated: by flats ,

mterrupted by scattermgs of
palo verde, chuparosa, aﬂd mke fI'EES

| can certainly tell the
| difference, can you? Much
| greener, more prolific and |

larger plants. The temperature
has dropped also. It was chilly
today with the thick cloud
cover.




DIKES

Down at your feet you will notice a blocky
line of light colored rock extending for
quite a distance. This feature is called a

dike, and it juts out from the su'rruunding

rock because it is more resistant to erosion.

Dikes form in fractures of the main body
of rock while it is still deep beneath the
surface of the Earth. Hot liquid rock or
magma gets pushed into the cracks in the
surrounding rock where it then solidifies.
Precious minerals are associated with

some types of dike formations.

This is another great place to hike.
You can climb in and out and up and
down amongst these boulders and
never really get lost. | spent 10
minutes trying to find an alternate
route away from the arch without any

success. | finally had to go back the

same way | got there.




THE ARCH

Geological processes have created this
beautiful arch over time. Bul we must
realize that in a geclogical framework, Its
existance is only for 8 moment and it is
not a final product. Erosion or wearing
away will continue. Water will dissolve
minerals on the surface and will seep into
tiny cracks causing them to expand and
contract with temperature extremes. Bits
and pieces of the rock will fall away,
exposing new pieces to the elements. Wind
will help wear it away, as will other agenis
in this environment. Then, one day, this
arch will tumble, only to be replaced wiTh
other unique shapes and forms. il







Nice view.

I'm not sure, am | frugal? Or just cheap? As | drove north through the park | kept an eye
on mileage so | could judge if it would be cost effective to drive back out of the park and
camp free on the BLM land there instead of paying for a campground in the park. | have
been on the road 18 nights and have only paid for camping twice, in Death Valley. So my
average cost of lodging per night right now is two bucks. It will go up in San Diego and
Los Angeles. But it turned out | was closer to the north exit, only ten miles from the
Tortoise Rock Casino in Twentynine Palms. Fifteen dollars for a campsite or $5 in gas to
drive back and forth? | think the decision was easy. Plus, | am lower in elevation with
warmer temps which means using less LP to run the furnace. Last time | filled that up, in
Baker, it cost me almost thirty for 5.4 gallons, more expensive than diesel.

So here | sit at the casino.

| am looking forward to the next couple days. | will be heading back into Joshua Tree, but
instead of going south | will turn and head west then north again. There are twelve hikes
along the stretch of road through that side of the park. | have eight of them on my list and
have not driven that direction yet. | will most likely stay in a campground tomorrow, darn,
fifteen bucks.

Since | finished off the Christmas cookies, | think I'll wander into the casino and see what
they have for dessert.

Until next time.....



