
 

 
 

I spent the last week at Morgan’s, 
putting in about 6-8 hours per day 
getting the website ready to roll. 
Sunday night after we watched Drew 
Brees’ last game and knew that Brady 
was coming to Lambeau for a 
rematch, I packed up the RV and 
drove about 20 minutes southeast to 
spend the night in a Sam’s Club 
parking lot. 
Just after noon today Morgan joined 
me for a visit to the Houston/Johnson 
Space Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hello to Family & Friends 

 

In Search of Eldorado 

 
 

A daily journal of my travels and adventures in my…..Search for Eldorado 

A good day to visit 
since it was a real 
slow day for 
visitors. Right - the 
front of the 
building, the 
Houston Space 
Center, which 
houses most of the 
displays. Later we 
will take the tram 
tour onto the 
Johnson Space 
Center grounds. 

Left is lunar landing module LTA-8. Built in 
1965 it helped astronauts simulate life support 
systems, firing of the engines and climbing in 
and out of the hatch for missions in Apollo 9 
and Apollo 11. The LM spent over 161 
consecutive hours in a space environment 
(here at Johnson Space Center) and was 
crewed for 48 hours and 25 minutes 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I believe this is a mock-up of the next capsule 
planned for the moon. 

 

 

 

Top – Morgan takes an usie as we get comfortable on the 
tram. Our tram, above, is titled Earth. We get row D all to 
ourselves. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Recall that I mentioned above that the LM spent 161 hours in a space 
environment? This is the building where it happens, Building No. 32, The Space 
Environment Simulation Laboratory. 

Chambers A & B inside the building can be flooded with liquid nitrogen to simulate 
the conditions of outer space. 

Ok, ya got me, I don’t remember which building this is and what it’s used 
for, but it must be important or I wouldn’t have taken a picture of it. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

These are training 
modules from every 
space agency on 
the planet. All 
astronauts come 
here to simulate life 
in the space 
environment they 
will be living and 
working in. 

 

 

This building was the coolest 
part of the entire visit. Just 
outstanding. Unfortunately, 
today is a holiday, Martin Luther 
King, Jr’s Birthday (91), so most 
employees had the day off. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Spacesuits 

 In pre-covid days an extra perk, if you wanted to pay for it, was a walk down on the floor with 
the engineers, astronauts, technicians, etc. For safety that tour has been placed on hiatus. I 
took this pic because of the SpaceX sign. Below is a Russian Soyuz module. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Artemis, to the right, is the program that will land 
another man, and the first woman, on the moon. 
Below are several more spacesuits. 

 

NASA’s Orion spacecraft is built to take 
humans farther than they have ever 
gone before. Orion is NASA’s deep 
space vehicle. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Below is the Northrop/Grumman cislunar (huh?) 
habitat mockup. Cislunar means between the 
earth and the moon. The Orion spacecraft will 
be able to dock with this facility which will 
provide sleep stations, galley, exercise area and 
workstations for a crew of four. 

I think this vehicle may just be for 
transporting stuff around the building 
and not for use on a planet surface as 
I thought when I took the picture. 

 

The Boeing CST-100 
Starliner is a reusable 
capsule expected to 
transport crew to the 
International Space 
Station (ISS) and to 
private space stations 
such as the proposed 
Bigelow Aerospace 
Commercial Space 
Station. This is the first 
time I’ve heard of private 
space stations. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NASA is building robots, some of 
which can walk up stairs, to take 
over many of the tasks currently 
done by the astronauts. This 
project, or as our female tour guide 
told us, “she, is called Valkyrie”. By 
the time an astronaut would get 
into his/her spacesuit to perform 
an EVA, Valkyrie will have already 
completed it. 
 
I cropped them out of this photo, 
but the one below shows where 
about 20-25 award banners hang 
on the wall for robotics. Sounds 
like these guys know what they’re 
doing. 
 
I know, I know, Valkyrie is a 
female in Norse Mythology. I don’t 
want to hear any complaints. 
Especially since Morgan is a 
Converse Valkyrie. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This is the SEV (Space 
Exploration Vehicle) 
prototype. It can have a 
wheeled chassis, as 
seen here, for roving the 
moon or mars, 
pressurized for a crew of 
two, or a flying platform 
to service satellites and 
missions to near-Earth 
asteroids. 

 
The middle photo is just an overview of that entire work area, it just looks incredible. The photo 
above looks like a small lunar surface mockup for testing suspension and traction. This was the 
end of the Mockup Facility tour. Both Morgan and I thought it was really fantastic. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This is the meat of the operation, Mission Control. It was from this building that Neil Armstrong’s “One 
small step for man, one, giant leap for mankind” was first heard; where Gene Kranz, when referring to 
the problems of Apollo 13, uttered those historic words “Failure is not an option.” 
 
The flag flying above means an American astronaut(s) is currently is space. 

 
These three photos were taken by 
Morgan 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Morgan and 
Little Joe II 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This building was awesome also. The rocket inside was to be the 
next Apollo Mission rocket, but the Apollo program was scrapped, 
so they put it in a building for the tourists to see. 

 

The info to the right goes with 
the photo of Morgan and 
Mercury-Redstone on the prior 
page. 

 

Left is a normal view 
with Morgan.  
 
Below is a panoramic 
view with Morgan not 
expecting it.  
 
Below that is Morgan 
with another usie. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Hey, just because I took a photo of a 
plaque and put it out here, does not mean 
you HAVE to read it. Hopefully the 
plaques help tell the story and I don’t 
have get two sore fingers from typing to 
tell you about it myself. If you don’t want 
to read it, don’t. Even with the teaching 
background of my readers, I don’t think 
there’ll be a quiz. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sorry, I can’t make them any larger on this platform. You will have to use the magnify/zoom feature 
of whatever you’re using to read this to blow it up. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awesome sight! Awesome size! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This one is from 
Morgan 

Let’s see, the last time we saw Texas Longhorns was…..Texas in 2018, when Morgan and I went to 
Big Bend National Park.  
 
A couple items of note – Johnson Space Center occupies 1620 acres which they purchased from 
Rice University back in the 60’s for $20. Quite the deal. Before that, mission control was in a hotel 
room in Washington DC. 
 
There are Longhorns on the grounds because of The Longhorn Project, which provides young 
learners with educational experiences. There are lots of deer on the grounds also as well as a lot of 
turtles and a couple alligators. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our next stop was the Destiny Theater for “History Up Close”. 
Down in front of the screen is the podium to the left, the actual 
one from which JFK made his historic “We choose to go to the 
Moon” speech. I am very disappointed in myself because, 
when I first heard what it was, I told myself to go down and get 
a picture by it after the movie, and I forgot. Aaarrrgghhh! 
 
The theater exit leads into the Starship Gallery 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Moon Rocks 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is pretty amazing 

 

 

There was this nice 
model of a shuttle, 
piggyback on its transport 
plane…… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

….and then we walked out into Independence 
Plaza and, lo and behold, there was the real thing! 

 Well, not 100% real. The airliner is the actual shuttle carrier, but the 
Independence Shuttle on top is a replica. A very good replica. This ties in 
neatly with my visit to the shuttle Endeavour a year ago in Los Angeles and 
the shuttle Columbia monument in the 1-9-21 newsletter. (Later on this trip I 
hope to see the SpaceX launch facility) 
 
Both shuttle and airplane were open for inspection. Not much to see in the 
airliner except info plaques (don’t worry, I didn’t take any photos). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The john 

 The cargo bay 

 

Flight Deck 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Panoramic of the control 
panel 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All right, you can all breathe a sigh of 
relief, it’s almost over. Morgan and I 
stopped at hopdoddy (never heard of it 
before) for dinner. Naturally we each 
had a burger. It was good. 
 
And here I am upset with myself again. 
Before dinner I mentioned having to find 
a frozen yogurt place before Morgan 
headed back home, I even searched 
some out on my phone before we 
parked. Then I completely forgot about it 
after dinner. Sorry Morgan, guess I’ll 
have to stop for one on my own. 
 

 

You’re going to wonder what’s up 
with this one. My next stop was 
supposed to be the propeller to the 
right. Tom Tom could not find it so 
I had to use my phone. All I had 
was an intersection. It was getting 
dark and I ended up walking 
around this park until I found the 
anchor I was looking for. Wait, 
anchor? That’s not what I want. 
Back to Roadside America for 
directions. I found it, but there was 
no place to park and it was too 
dark to get decent photos 
anyways, so I just pulled to the 
side of the road and took this one.  
 
The story below is thanks to 
Roadside America 

One of the largest man-made non-nuclear explosions in history occurred in the port of Texas City. On April 
16, 1947, a fire broke out on the SS Grandcamp, which, unfortunately, was packed with 2,300 tons of 
explosive ammonium nitrate. The ship blew up, which then caused other nearby ships to blow up, including 
the High Flyer, whose propeller became airborne and flew a mile before crashing here. At least 600 people 
died. The few surviving witnesses compared the scene of devastation to the firebombings of World War II. 
 
My note – Each of those propeller blades are about 10’ long. 



 

 

 

Well, I bet you’re glad that’s over. It was a long one, especially for the second day out. Just think 
how I feel. Its 1:00 a.m. and I still have to proofread and post it to the webpage. 
 
From the propeller in Texas City I drove onto Galveston Island. Don’t worry, I definitely won’t be 
parking under any tree knots. Those of you in the know, know what I mean. We don’t want to hear 
that story again, do we Bob? 
 
I charged up the bike battery today but I have not had a chance to clean it up and get air in the 
tires. I would like to do some biking around Galveston (no trees to worry about that way). 
 
Yawn. Time to finish this up and go to bed. 
 
 
 
Until next time….. 
 
 
 
 
 


