Link to the Eldorado Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VczD1olutQ8

Day 14
Thursday,

January 16th

Route 66
To Joshua Tree
National Park

Weather
40’s to 60’s and sunny

Hello to Family & Friends In Search of
Saying goodbye to the Mojave National Preserve, which may Eldorado

require another visit sometime in the future, | headed south and hit
Route 66. Upper left is my next hiking stop, the Amboy Crater. But

for now | have about 5 miles on Route 66. 2 ESEEy AT o

Route 66 from Fenner to Cadiz is closed due to some flash flooding Gaily bedight,

that occurred back in July. The 80 year old timber bridges were A gallant knight,

washed away. In sunshine and in shadow,
Had journeyed long,

Once Kelbaker Rd reached Amboy Rd (Route 66) | could have Singing a song,

backtracked as far as Cadiz and grabbed some Route 66 historic In search of Eldorado.

photos, but | figured most of you have seen enough of my Route

66 photos to last for awhile. But he grew old—

This knight so bold—

Al h il fR f Kelbaker R A is wh
ong the 5 miles of Route 66 from Kelbaker Rd to Amboy is what And o’er his heart a shadow—

might be called the ‘unofficial Route 66 Public Art Corridor. Fell as he found
Hundreds of travelers have written their names with rocks on the No spot of ground
dirt berm along the north side. | seriously considered adding e et e [l o,
SACHARSI, but it would be too much bending over for my back.

And, as his strength
Failed him at length,

He met a pilgrim shadow—
‘Shadow,’ said he,
‘Where can it be—

This land of Eldorado?’

‘Over the Mountains
Of the Moon,
Down the Valley of the Shadow,
Ride, boldly ride,’
The shade replied,—
‘If you seek for Eldorado!”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VczD1olutQ8
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According to Roadside America, this
is the second edition of the ‘Shoe
Tree’. The first became so overloaded
it collapsed and died.

| have no idea what the artwork
below is supposed to be. Garbage
Tree maybe?
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| There are two of these lion statues. They are called the
‘Guardians of Route 66°, but | could find no




According to my ROUTE 66 book,
| Roy’s Café above must hold the

record for appearing in
commercials, videos and movies. If

| the book says so, it must be right. In
ATTR ACT'ON | 1927 Roy Crowl started the
| business. It was sold to Buster Baurris

in 1938 who ran it for decades. In
2005, Albert Okura, of Juan Pollo
(fast food, Mexican fried chicken
mogul) bought Roy’s and is
restoring the place to its glory.

ROUTE 66, AMBOY, CALIFORNIA

Founded in 1858, Amboy provided a vital rest stop for weary
surn drenched travelers seeking a better lifa in California.

and operatad by Juan Pals

TRAILS AND RAILS
THROUGH THE MOJAVE DESERT

AMERICA HAS ALWAYS BEEN A NATION IN MOTION: WEST TO THE MISSISSIPPI AFTER THE
REVOLUTION, WEST TO THE COMTIMENTAL DAVIDE FOLLOWIMNG THE LOWSIANA
FURCHASE, WEST AGAIN TO THE PACIFIC COAST AFTER THE WAR WITH MEXICO. LIKE
MANY OF TODAY'S RAILROANS, THE RAIL ROUTE THROUGH THIS BART OF THE MOLIAVE
DESERT HAS ITE ROOTS N THE NATION'S OLD PACK AMD WASON ROADE. THE FIRST
TRAILS FOLLOWED PATHS USED FOR CENTURIES BY MATIVE AMERICAMS. IM 1857
LIEUTEMANT EDWARD FITPGERALD BEALE FOLLOWED DME SUGH PATH, NOW KNOWH A5
THE MOJAVE ROAD. BEALE WAS COMMISSICNED BY CONGRESS TO SURVEY A ROUTE
ALONG THE 35TH PARALLEL FROM FORT EMITH ARKANSAS TO LOS ANGELES, KNOWN
AS BEALES WACON ROAD, THIS ROUTE ESTABLISHED AN [MPORTANT
COMMUNICATIONS AMD TRAMSPORTATION LINK BETWEEM EAST AND WEST. THE
WIOLAVE RDAD 15 LOCATED ABOUT THIRTY MELES MORTH OF HERE.

THE LAST THIRD OF THE WINETEENTH CENTURY BROLUOQHT THE RAILROAD MNTD
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. THE ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC BLALT WEST THROUGH ARIZONA TO
NEEDLES, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC BLILT EAST THROUGH THE
CALIFORMLA DESERT TO THE COLORADD RVER. THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC, WORKING
EAST FROM THE TOWN OF MOJME THROUGH WATERMAN (NOW BARETOW), W THIS
REGIOM POLLOWED A ROUTE S0UTH OF THE MOJAVE ROAD, THEREEY AVOIDING THE
ROUGH TERRAIN THROWMGH WHICH THAT TRAIL PASSED. THE RAILROAD SKIRTED THE
PROVIDENCE, OLD OAD, AND BRISTOL MOUNTABS TO THE NORTH OF HERE, REACHING
WEEDLES [ABOUT 155 MILES EAST OF BARSTOW] IN 1883. IN 1BB4 THE SANTA FE
RAILROAD PURCHASED THE DESERT FOGHT-OFWAY FROM THE BOUTHERN PACIFIC, AND
OFERATED [T AS THE ATLANTIC AND FACIC RAILROAD, WESTERN DIVISION. SMALL

| know there is a lot of print on this
plaque, but it’s worth the read if you
finish it. A lot of interesting information.
At least it was too me anyways.

Below - Since the population of
Amboy is probably less than the 23
people in Goffs, I’'m not sure why
they would’ve needed a school
at all. I guess it must have been a
hopin’ place at one time, but only
Roy’s and the Hill Brothers
Chemical Factory are there now.
Everything else is boarded up.

TOWNS WERE ESTARLISHED ALOKE THIS ROLUITE T PROVIDE WATER FOR THE THIRSTY
STEAM LOCOMOTIVES STARTIMG HERE [N ANBDY THE TOWNS WERE NAMED IN
ALPHARETICAL ORDER FROM WEET TO EAST: AMBOY, BRISTOL, CADIE, DANEY, ERSON,
FEMMER, GOFFS, HOMER, 1BIi3, JAVA. LATER, EDBON BECAME ES3EX AND BRISTOL
BRECAME BENOAL. DURING THE GOLDEN AGE OF RAIL TRAVEL, THE SANTA FE RANLWAY
RAN BOME OF T8 MOET FAMDUS PABSEMGER TRAINE DVER THIT ROUTE. INCLUDING
THE GRAND CAMYOMN LIMITED, THE CHIEF, AND THE SUPER CHIEF, TODAY, ABTRAK
CONTINUES THIS TRADITION WITH M8 SOUTHWEST CHIEF, WHICH MAKES THE RUm
BETWEEM LOS ARGELES AND CHICAGD IN JIEST DWER TWD DAYS.
FLAGIIE FRECTED APRIL 27, 3048 B THE DUMBELLIGAH BROTHERHSOE N CORRILNOM T

T BILLY ROLCOME CHARTES OF THE ARCIENT ARD HONORADLE ORODOE 0F £ GLAR P
MDD JSAN PFOLLO RESTAURANTE



Thar she blows - Sorry, | just couldn’t
resist. The Amboy Crater.
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Trail To The Crater

Allow yourself a minimum of 3 hours hiking time. Located
1.1 miles from the day use area, the cone is one-mile in
circumference. Round trip is roughly 3 miles. Follow the
trail to the west of the cinder cone. This will take you to a

: wide opening where an explosive eruption had breached
Below is most of the same the crater wall. From here, the climb to the top is an 80-foot
_| info as the plaque above incline. Due to the extreme heat, it is suggested that hikes

be planned between the months of October thru April.

Amboy Crater

Amboy Crater, formed of ash and cinders, is 250 feet high
and 1,500 feet in diameter. It is situated in one of the
youngest volcanic fields in the United States. It is located
in the Barstow-Bristol trough, a conspicuous
west-northwest trending physiographic feature which
approximately straddles the boundary between the Mojave
and Sonoran tectonic blocks. ?

This field was created by at least 4 distinct periods of
eruptions, resulting in a coaxially nested group of volcanic
cinder cones. The most recent eruption of Amboy Crater
was approximately 10,000 years ago.

The lava flows consist of basalt rich in minerals of
magnesium, iron, and calcium. Upon close examination,
you may be able to see minute green-colored olivine crystals.
The red color indicates the presence of ferric iron and is a
It of steam on Ete@:rp-‘:ksi ' ey
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The trail leads right through?
across? the lava field.

| guess you CAN teach an old dog new tricks. | made
sure | had BOTH hiking poles when | set out to circle
the rim of this crater, and it was good thing | did.
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Onward and upward. The
view better be worth it.

Above is a panoramic from south to north looking
west from the rim. | guess it was worth it. Below —
You can’t see it unless you blow the picture up,
but the arrow is pointing to the RV.
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: , Above - Looking into the

R |

crater.

Below — The Rim Trall




out 3 feet wide
at most, it’s 250 feet
down to the left
and a roll into the
crater to the right

R e

That trail back down, not the same
one | climbed to get up here, is all
loose lava. | used both hiking poles
like never before. | sure didn’t want
to fall and roll on lava rocks, |
would have been a bloody mess

It took me 2.5 hours to finish the hike, and that was with a sit
down on a bench to remove a sweatshirt, have a drink and
read the brochure, and a sit down on the rim trail for a snack
and a drink. Not sure if it’s the time of year or my personality,

but | had the entire place to myself again.




mounds and trenches, some on the right but mostly on the left. This is the

Bristol Dry Lake which is noted for its chloride mining operations which
have been ongoing since the early 1900’s. Trenches are dug out, filled
with brine solution pumped from the lake bed, then allowed to
evaporate. Much of the world’s table salt comes from Bristol. If you did
any chemical experiments in high school or college, the calcium chloride
probably started here.

This looks like snow |

and

really just salt.

ice, but it’s

About 10 feet tall, Roadside =
America just mentioned big § -
metal
address....

tortoises at this




...they didn’t
mention it was at
== the Tortoise Rock
B Casino. Now it
makes sense.

This is also from
RA. This guy
collects old
neon signs and
puts them in his
yard

B T e e .

BY the way, | forgot to mention that starting with the
Casino, | am now in Twentynine Palms, California.

g e e W

HOLY MOLY, look what | found. A grocery store. | can finally start eating again.
This place was as big or bigger than most Pick n Saves, a lot of selections.
However, as | mentioned a few days ago regarding mik? They had no
chocolate milk at all. Not only that, as | left the RV | decided NOT to take my
reusable shopping bag with me. At the checkout | was asked if | wanted a bag.
“How much does it cost?” | asked. “Ten cents”. “If you give me a moment I’ll run
out to my vehicle and get a bag.” | paid the ten cents.




National Park Drive

&/ Oasis Visitor Center \

Joshua Tree National Park HQ
Museum-Art Gallery
29 Palms Inn
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Chalk another National Park
off the bucket list.




Joshua Tres Mational Park

Bristling with dagger-shaped leaves, the Joshua
tree’s upraised branches impressed Mormon
pioneers in.the 1850s. The tree reminded them
of the upstretched arms of biblical Joshua, who
led the Israelites into the Promised Land. T_]__.'IE

- Mormons coined the tree’s name and it stuck, -
unlike other less intriguing Joshus tree names;

cabbage tree, Spanish bayonet tree, }ruuca pghn'

yucca tree, or tree lily.

Thq: lu\_,.h]_l_a_ tree (‘rm.u:: bmnﬁ:luﬂ rE‘AEhEb 2
the southern edge of its range in 1051‘]1.[3. Tree _
National Park. This edge marks the transition
from the M-:-}me tethe L.ul.:'_!radc} Dieserf—
as you move from the M-:ngme to the ;
Cuiura{ln, }ut.h ua tree's fade a,wa}r




| entered Joshua Tree from the north, and here | am, 50 miles later, at a Harvest Host in the
form of the General George S. Patton Museum. That’s right, | drove in, through, and out
the other side. As | was talking to the Ranger in the VC about hiking trails, | asked how
crowded the park is. He tells me it gets very crowded on the weekends and most of the
campgrounds are already ful. Hmmmm.....change of strategy. My original plan was
driving and hiking down this same road for a day or two, then this museum, then Desert
Center and Desert Mountain before heading back through Joshua Tree on the other road
and hiking and camping for a day or two. Unfortunately, | lost track of the days and
thought today was Friday and | had only one day to kill before heading back to the Park
on Sunday. Oh well, it’s nice to be having such a good time you don’t know what day of
the week it is. So | will spend Friday doing the things | want to do on the south side, then
maybe spend Saturday hiking around Cottonwood Springs so | can camp for free on BLM
land just outside the park border. We will see what happens.

As | passed through Cottonwood Springs | did take the opportunity to take a dump. Sorry, |
mean dump the RV holding tanks. It was only five bucks.

| would not recommend this Harvest Host site. There are three other campers here, one of
which is blocking one of the exits, exactly what | was told NOT to do. He is right next to me.
| am also a stones throw from [-10, a pretty noisy highway. Not to mention the truck stop
and the semis going back and forth.

Like | should complain. It’s free isn’t it?

Until next time.....



